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Ardella Bruner

JL:

I am talking to Ardella Bruner who is 70 years
old. She is going to talk about her life on her
family's farm in Jackson, Ohio. Where were you born?

AB:

Jackson, Ohio.

JL:

What were your parent's names?

AB:

Bertha and Harvey Sharp.

JL:

How did your parents meet?

AB:

Well they met at school. They lived in the same
little town and they went to school together.

JL:

Did they live in Jackson?

AB:

They lived in a little town called Weldon, Ohio,
Jnd that was about five miles from Jackson, Ohio.

JL:

When did you move to the farm?

AB:

We moved to the farm when I was about six years old.
We lived there seven years.

JL:

Why did you all decide to move to the farm?

AB:

My father wanted to get out into the country wh e re
he could have chickens, a garden and cows and live
on a farm although he worked in a mine too.

JL:

Where was the mine?

AB:

Jackson, Ohio.

JL:

Had he ever farmed before?

AB:

Just a little but not much.

JL:

Were you excited about moving out to the farm?

AB:

Yes.

JL:

Was it hard finding one or did you look around much?

Just helpin' other people.

We wanted to very much.
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AB:

No. The doctor owned this farm and he wanted my
father to move on it, you know, and just really look
after it and take care of it.
It was called the old
Mcclung Farm. It was about two miles in the country
from Jackson, Ohio.

JL:

Did your father pay rent?

AB:

He paid seven dollars a month rent.
and acres and acres of land.

JL:

You don't know how many?

AB:

Well I really never did know how many but it was an
awful lot.

JL:

Now how many children were there in your family?

AB:

There were nine on the farm.

JL:

Nine?

AB:

Let's see, there were five girls and four boys.

JL:

Did each of the children have a special job that
they had to do?

AB·

Yes, each of us had a special job. My job was to
gather the eggs for the day. And to help my mother
in the house and a, my brothers they were supposed
to bring in the kindling and the coal. And they,
we had a well, they would have to carry the water
in so my mother wouldn't have to get it.
And then
the other sisters they had, their job was to work
in the house, do the cleaning and then in the spring
of the year when it was time for the gardening, we
each had to work in the garden and help clean the
land off. And plant the vegetables, the corn, potatoes,
and stuff like that.

JL:

Did your father work on the farm too or did he mine
everyday?

AB:

He worked on the farm just, you know, sometimes the

And we had acres

How many girls and how many boys?
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mine, they didn 1 t work too steady. And then he
would be off for a while and then he would help
to take care of the garden. Just work on the farm.
JL:

Why didn't he work steady in the mine?

AB:

Well they didn t always work steady, they was layed
off quite a few times, in the summertime. Then that
was when he would get everything done. Then it seemed
like they would work better in the winter in the mines
then they did in the summer.

JL:

How many years did he work in the mine?

AB:

All the time we were on the farm. He would go in at
dark and when he would come out of the mine it was
dark. He very seldom every seen daylight, when he
~orked in the mines.

JL:

Did he work in the mines before he was married?

AB:

Yes, he worked in the mines with his father.

JL:

Did he like it?

AB:

Yes, he loved it.

JL:

It didn 1 t bother him that he never got to see daylight?

AB:

No, he never thought anything about it.

JL:

This was deep-mining, right?

AB:

Yes.

JL:

Did they make good money as a miner?

AB:

Well not too much but in those days it didn 1 t take
much to live because prices and everything was low,
and then he raised so much, you know, on the farm
and everything and it didn t take too much to live.
But their wages wasn 1 t too high.

1

Did he like the work?
He loved working in the mines.

1

JL:

When he worked in the mines, was there a company
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store for the miners could go and buy things?
AB:

Yes, there was a company store, that is where we
got everything.

JL:

was this just for the miners?

AB:

Well other people could buy there too but it was
mostly a mining store. Mostly for miners.

JL:

How far away was it from where you lived?

AB:

Well it was about two miles.
It was in Jackson,
Ohio where the store was and we lived out in the
country and we would walk from our house, you know,
to the store and walk back.

JL:

What
kind of things did they sell in the store?
!

AB:

Oh just about like they do now. My father used to
buy crackers in a barrel. He would buy a barrel of
crackers and a barrel of flour. That is the way we
would buy our stuff, you know, because that way we
didn't have to go to the store very often. And he
would buy sugar like that, you know, in big bags or
barrels of sugar. That way we didn't have to go to
the store too often. And we had our own meat and
eggs, vegetables and we had an orchard, and we had
our own fruit and everything like that. There wasn't
much that we had to go to the store to get.

JL:

Did he ever sell any of his crops?

AB:

Yeah, he sold eggs and we sold turkeys and chickens
and a, we sold, well when the garden would come in
he would sell, you know, corn and vegetables and
thing like that. We would take it to town, he had
what you would call an express wagon. He would fill
that up and go to town and sell it. Then we would
sell butter, we had customers in the country that
didn't make their own butter and my mother made so
much of it and we sold it for 15 cents a pound. We
would have to go through a creek and a big woods to
deliver this butter to the people who lived about a
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half a mile from us.
JL:

How much did they charge fur some of the other things?

AB:

Well our eggs was about 20 cents a dozen and that
was good money in those days.

JL:

Did you sell your corn and stuff like that?

AB:

Well we would sell that but he would take that into
town in wagon loads and I really don't know how much
he would get for it. I really don't know.

JL:

Did you ever pay other people for their services,
like the doctor?

AB:

No, well just the doctors but if you had anything to
po in the country like getting in the hay, putting it
in the hayloft, neighbors would help. And then when
they would have anything to do, my father would go
and help them and the women would do the cooking with
the kids helping if they could. And then the men
would do all the work and we would have everything
cooked up for them when they were ready to eat. There
would be as high as 12 or 14 men working and we would
have to cook for that many. And all of the women
would go to this one place where the men were working.

JL:

What type of food did you cook?

AB:

Well we cooked green beans and fried chicken and we
would have ham and pork, you know, fried apples,
biscuits, homemade bread, and all the milk and buttermilk
you would want. Coffee most anything you would want.

JL:

Did you all eat apples alot?
I believe.

AB:

Heh, an awful lot. My father would gather the apples
in the fall and winter and we would have barrels and
barrels of apples in our cellar in the fall. My mother
would make applebutter and she would fill up these big
crocks and in those days you would use sealing wax to
put around the top of the lids so they would keep and

Jackson is apple country
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our cellar was full of these.
JL:

Did she can some of the other things that you grew?

AB:

Yes, she'd can corn, she would can tomatoes, and
we had a little peach orchard, she would can the
peaches and our own applebutter. She would can
green beans and we made our own sauerkraut and we
would keep it in a barrel.

JL:

Did she take like one day to can everything or did
she call all year round?

AB:

Oh she generally canned about all year round, everything
she could find to can, she would can it.

JL:

Did she teach you how to do this, did you help in this?

AB:

Yes, al 1 of us girls had to help.

JL:

How old were you when she started making you help cook?

AB:

I was . only about five years old when I started to cook.

JL:

How were you ever big enough to do anything like that?

AB:

I wasn't very big but I even tried to help.to mix the
bread.
I had a little box that I stood on. This was
when she was sick.

JL:

Did all the children have to start working that young?

AB:

They all had to work. They all had their jobs to do
and they had to do it.

JL:

How old was the oldest child in the family?
remember?

AB:

You mean when we lived on the farm?

JL:

Yes.

AB:

No, I was next to the oldest. My sister was 8 and I
was 6 and then on down. Mostly babies.

Do you

What was the range, were you the oldest?
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JL:

Did she have a baby every year?

AB:

Just about.

JL:

Did you make your own clothes?

AB:

Yes, my mother and my grandmother, that was my
mother's mother, made my clothes. She would come
out and do the biggest part of the sewing while my
mother would take care of the little ones. My
grandmother would do most all of it.

JL:

Did you have patterns to follow?

AB:

Yes, we had patterns that we bought at the store.

JL:

Where did you get the material?

AB:

At a dry goods store in Jackson called Bal.dridge's.
Then we had another store that we bought from called
Michael's. We bought our thread and our yardgoods there.

JL:

Did you get to pick out your own materials?

AB:

No, never did.

JL:

How often did your mother make you something new?

AB:

Oh, about every other week she would make us something.
She sewed just about all the time for us, she had to
as there were so many of us.

JL:

Did she ever sew for other people?

AB:

No, she had enough to do just making our clothes.

JL:

Did you have many neighbors?

AB:

Not too close.

JL:

Where was the closest one?

AB:

Oh, about a half mile.

i

My mother did that herself.
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JL:

Did you ever visit with them?

AB:

Yes, an awful lot.

JL:

Did they have children that you played with?

AB:

Well this one family named Mayhew lived about a
half mile up the road from us and it was just the
father and the son and daughter. They were alot
older than we were. We used to go there alot and
then I had a girlfriend who lived about one mile
from us that I used to run around with and her name
was Barlow.

JL:

How much time did you have to play?

AB:

Not very much.

JL:

Did you have to do your chores first?

AB:

When our work was done then we could go play. Then
we would usually play hide-go-seek and farmer in
the dell.

JL:

What other games did you play?

AB:

Well we would play tappy on the icebox.

JL:

How did you play that game?

AB:

Well one kid would stand against the tree with his
eyes closed and someone would tap him on the back
and he would have to guess which one tapped him.
Then if he guessed which one tapped him, they would
all go hide and you would have to find them.

JL:

What other games did you play?

AB:

Well yes, dolls. Not too many toys. But we about
always had a doll and we would cut dresses out for
them and sewed fo~ them.

JL:

Would they be dolls that you made yourself or did
you buy them?

Dolls?
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AB:

No, we bought them. We would usually get a doll
for Christmas. Then we wouldn't get another one
until the next Christmas. And if that doll was in
good shape, then we didn't get another doll .

JL:

What did you usually get for Christmas?

AB :

Generally a little workbox with thread, scissors,
and things like that in it . And we would get clothes
and something to wear. Shoes and clothing but we
never got many toys .

JL:

Did your parents tell you about Santa Claus?

AB: · Yes, we thought there was a Santa Claus. We didn't
see what we got until Christmas morning when we got
up. We would generally have a big plate and each of
qs would have an orange and nuts and candy on that plate.
JL :

Did you usually have alot of relatives over for Christmas?

AB:

Well no, not usually at Christmas . Mostly like the
4th of July and in the summertime when the weather
was nice. Because the roads were bad and when I was
little we very seldom saw the ground· until it was time
to make garden . The ground was covered with snow and
we would have real deep snows and they didn't do much
visiting in the wintertime. Ar ound the 4th of July
was when we used to have most of our company .

JL :

Did you go sleigh riding?

AB :

Yes, there was a big hill right beside our house and
that's where we used to go s f eigh riding and generally
children all out through the country would come and
sleigh on our hill .

JL:

Did you go out and cut your own Christmas tree?

AB :

Yes~ we would go out and cut our own tree and us
children would pop corn and string it and cut out
little rings and color them with crayons and string
them together and put them on the tree . Then we had
the little candles with a little clip on them for the
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tree. But my mother was always afraid for us to
light them . as she was fearful of us burning down
the house.
JL:

Did you have a big house?

AB:

Yes, we had about seven rooms.

JL:

How did the children sleep? Did you sleep two in a
room or two in a bed or how?

AB:

Well we slept four or five in a room. The girls all
slept in one room and the boys in one room and my
mother and dad had their room. The bedrooms were
quite large though. We weren't crowded.

JL:

Did the boys get to do more things than the girls
9id? Did they have more freedom?

AB:

No, they didn't get to do anymore than the girls did.
We all had certain things to do and we had to do it.

JL:

Did the boys play with you all the time or did they
go off and do their own things?

AB:

No, we all played together cause they wasn't allowed
to go any place to play. The children out through
the country, they were all busy too and had their
jobs to do and a, so we very seldom went anywhere
to play. We played right there, just us children.

JL:

How did you keep your food?

AB:

Well now in the winter we had a great big long room and
in the summer we used it as a dining room and then in
the winter my mother would put like oil cloth on that
table and that is where we kept our meats and it would
keep all winter. We didn't have no ice box or refrigerator
or anything like that and my father would make his own
sausage and they would kill two big hogs and he would
preserve meat and then he had his own smokehouse where
he would smoke all his meat like the hams, ~u know,
and the shoulders and the sides. Then we kept that
in this one big room and my mother and dad would make

How did you preserve them?
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sausage and that was put down and then they would melt
lard and put over that and that would preserve that
and keep it from one season to another.
Then in that
big room we would have like a small barrel .and that
was full of sauerk.:rraut and we made our own sauerkraut.
Then in the summer that meat was all taken down in
the cellar. We had a great big cellar and it was
always just as cold as could be. He would take the
meat down there and then this big room well we used
that in the summer for our dining room. My mother
would then get the rug in there, you know, and they
would stretch the rug and tack it down, you know,
like a rag ·and they called them rag rugs.
rt was
in strips and they would cover the floor and we had
this big table and that is where we would eat in
the summertime.

JL:

What would you do about your milk and things like
this that soured?

AB:

It was kept down in our cellar and we never had
anything to spoil.
it was real cold down there. We
kept it down there in crocks with big weights on it
'so nothing could get in it. our butter and everything
like that.

JL:

Did you ride horses much?

AB:

Yes, an awful . lot. We would ride horses to go look
for the cows on the farm, it was so big, you know.
We'd just get on the horses and go after the cows.

JL:

Did you have many horses?

AB:

We had about three I think.

JL:

How many other animals did you have?

AB:

Well we had about three cows, and then we had some
young colts and we had about 125 head of turkey.
And about 350 head of chickens and we were kept busy.

JL:

Did you ever help with the butchering?
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AB:

Oh just to help to clean up and all that and then
the men in the country would all come to help with
the butchering and the women and kids would do the
cooking and there was always alot of dishes to do
and getting the meals and everything.

JL:

Did they do this butchering once a year?

AB:

Around Thanksgiving.

JL:

What was your favorite holiday?

AB:

I think it was Christmas.
than anything.

JL:

What was that story that you told me before about your
sister that , h~ppened at Christmas time?

AB:

About Santa C1aus? Ha, well this one sister of mine
she was always a big cut up, the oldest sister, and
she wanted to dress one of my other sisters up, you
know, to look like Santa Claus. So she took her
upstairs to her room and she put pillows in the front
and back to make her look 1 ike Sant a Claus . ,· you know,
and she put this suit on her and a false face and
beard and she said, "You know Santa Claus always
smoked a pipe." So she put this pipe in her mouth
and put some of my father'~ tobacco in it and lit
it. When she lit it, she set the whiskers on fire.
Well she jumped around and fell on the floor and
everything else and like to burn us up.

JL:

How did you ever put out the fire?

AB:

We just took pillows and kept hitting her.

JL:

Did your parents ever find out?

AB:

Yeah, they found out and they laughed harder than we did.

JL:

You mean you didn't get into trouble?

AB:

No, they laughed about it too, but we could have set
the whole house on fire.

I enjoyed Christmas more
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JL:

You told another story about your mother and a ghost.
What was that story?

AB:

Well we went to town that night and she always told us
to hurry back. Well ·this time we didn't hurry as much
as she thought we should so she put a sheet on her
head and when we came up the road from where we lived,
off of the road a little ways where there was a
slaughter house and that's where they killed all the
cows, pigs, etc.
It wasn't very far from our farm.
She went down there and set up on this fence and put
a sheet over her head and us kids was always afraid
of ghosts. So anyway when we come from town, she
was sittin' there on the gate waving her arms, you
know, and when we saw her, we had sugar and rice or
something, well anyhow whatever we had was all over
the road and we run so fast that we liked to died
trying to get to the house and a, so when we got
to the house and a, so when we got to the house my
dad said, "What in the world is wrong with you,"
and we said, "We saw a ghost," and told him that we
had spilled the sugai and rice all over the road.
We also had a big bag of salt and there was salt
and rice and sugar all over the place. cause us
kids just ran and threw that stuff.

JL:

What was the other ghost story that you told about,
a real live ghost?

AB:

Well us kids thought it was and to this day I don't
know what it was. But anyway, this farm that we
lived on, it was a doctor that owned it and he used
to have a skeleton hanging in this old barn and
this barn must have been about three hundred years
old.
I believe the barn is still standing too.
And a, us kids was always kind of afraid and he had
a place made in this barn where he did his studying
and he used this skeleton in his work. So anyway,
one day my sister and I was playing out in the yard
and we saw something white go into the barn. And
to this day we don't know what it was and we ran to
the house and our mother was ironing in the kitchen
and my other sister was with her and we · were the
only ones around to this day we don't know what it was.
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JL:

What did it look like?

AB:

Well it just looked like a person all in white
with something over it's head.

JL:

Did it have any form at all?

AB ;

Well it just looked like a man, we don't know what
that was.

JL:

Did you follow it into the barn?

AB:

No we didn't follow it, we ran just as fast as we
could into the house. We were scared to death.

JL:

Did your mother ever go out to see what it was?

AB:

$he said that we imagined it. We went out to the
barn and she looked with us and there wasn't anything
there. We couldn't see a thing. But something had
gone into the barn and we saw it but to this day
we don't know what it was.

JL:

was there another ghost story that you would want
to talk about?

AB:

Oh no. That is about all the ghost stories that I
remember now. Us kids used to sit out on the porch
and cover up with big comforters and tell those
stories and we would get so scared that we would
be afraid to come out from under the cover and go
into the house. So one time my sister had a party
and she told my older sister and I that when she
had this party we couldn't be there. She said we
would have to stay in the barn or someplace as they
were her friends coming and we wouldn't be included.
So we told her that we would go out there so anyway
when the party started, you know, she wanted to be
a big shot and she started showing off in front of
her friends.
In the meantime my other sister had
sneaked upstairs under the bed instead of going out
to the barn like she had asked us to do. So when
the friends got there, she said, "If there are any
rapping spirits in this house, rap three times."
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Well my sister and I rapped three times on the floor
and those kids got so scared and they was runnin'
all directions and some of the.m run home and they
had quite a ways to run too because the closest
neighbor was a half mile away and some of them had
to run farther than that. My father got so mad
at my sister and me doing a trick like that and
he didn't think it was right and for a long time,
my sister and I didn't get to do anything as a
punishment.
JL:

Well did you go in and act like you didn't know
anything about it in front of your sister?

AB:

Uh, huh. We acted like we didn't know anything
about it. She was telling my father about the
ghost rapping three times and we acted just as
~urprised as she was.

JL:

Did you like to play jokes on each other?

AB:

Yeah, an awful lot.

JL:

What other things did you do?

AB:

Well that is about the only things that I can remember
that we did.

JL:

Where did you attend school?

AB:

We went to school in Jackson. My father wouldn't
let us go to the country school.

JL:

Why?

AB:

Well the roads were bad. The little lanes that
led to the school were bad. The name of the country
school was Mt. Zion. He thought the weather and all
was too bad so he made us go in town to school. we
walked to school and walked back. Sometimes when
the weather was nice, we would walk home for lunch.
We would start running as soon as we got out of
school and run all the way home and then run all
the way back to school.

Do you remember any?
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JL:

How many grades were in your school?

AB:

There were eight.

JL:

How far did you go?

AB:

To the eighth.

JL:

What kind of lessons did you have?

AB:

Well we had English, history, arithmetic, music, etc.

JL:

Did you have one teacher that taught all of these?

AB:

Yes, one teacher taught all subjects and she had 20
some children in her ·class.

JL:

~ere all the children of one age group or were they
all different ages?

AB:

They were all one age group. We had each grade,
first, second, third, etc. Just like it is today.

JL:

Did you have a male or female teacher?

AB:

Female.

JL:

Were they strict?

AB:

Yeah, very strict.

JL:

What kind of music did you learn?

AB:

Well just little songs out of a songbook.
teach us about the notes and all.

JL:

The lady teacher that taught you, was she strict?

AB:

Yeah.

JL:

What would she do if the children misbehaved?

AB:

She would send them to the principal. They whipped
children then and he had a paddle and sometimes you

And then we moved to Springfield, Ohio .

Our music teacher was a male.

He would
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could hear children crying all over the place.
JL:

Did she send children to the principal very often?

AB:

Not too often, because we were all afraid.

JL:

What would the students usually do when they got
into trouble?

AB:

Well they would maybe throw paper wads at another
child and she would tell them not to and if they did
it again, she would send them to the principal.

JL:

Did you like school?

AB:

No, not very well.

JL:

Why?

AB:

Well we had to go so far to school and we had to
work so hard on the farm that I just couldn 1 t get
interested in school.

JL:

What time did you go to school?

AB:

Well school took up around 8:00.

JL:

Did you have any breaks?

AB:

Recess is all.

JL:

How long did you get?

AB:

Oh, around twenty minutes.

JL:

What did you do during this time?

AB:

Oh, we just stood around the school yard and talked
to other kids and sometimes we would play games.
Farmer in the dell, we used to like to play that.

JL:

How did you play that?

AB:

Oh, you know, the farmer in the dell and the farmer
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takes a wife and the wife takes a child and so on.
JL:

Did you take your lunch?

AB:

Well on bad days we would take our lunch and on
pretty days we would go home for lunch.

JL:

When the weather was bad did your father take you
to school or did you have to walk?

AB:

No, we had to walk because he was at work.

JL:

How did your father get to work?

AB:

Well we had a horse and buggy and my mother would
take him to work and then go after him in the evening.

JL:

Bow far away was the mine?

AB:

Oh it must have been about four or five miles.

JL:

Did he take his lunch?

AB:

Yes, he took his lunch.

JL:

Do you remember how much he got paid?
wasn't very much.

You said it

AB:

No, I never did know how much he made ,.
and father never did say.

My mother

JL:

was he ever bothered with black lung like miners
are today?

AB:

No, he never was.

JL:

Did you ever feel like you would have liked to go
on in school?

AB:

Oh at
after
cause
I got

I

one time I thought that I would like to but
we moved to Springfield I didn't want to beI didn't know any of the children and all so
a job and went to work.
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JL:

Did any of your sisters or brothers go farther in
school than the eighth grade?

AB:

Yes, most of the younger ones went to about the
second year of high school and the two youngest
girls graduated.

JL:

Did your parents want to keep you in school? Did
they want you to get a good education, did they
emphasize that?

AB:

Yes my father wanted us to get a good education but
my mother had so much to do at home that she would
rather we stayed home and helped her with such a
big family.

JL:

Did your parents have a good education?

AB:

No, they didn't go very far in school either. But
in those days, people didn't think as much about
school as they do today. Most people had large
families and alot of work to do and it took everyone
doing their own job to get everything done.

JL:

Did you have alot of homework to do?

AB:

Yes, we had quite a bit.
with it.

JL:

What was your homework usually in?

AB:

Oh, English, history, geography, arithmetic.
like kids do now.

JL:

Did you ever have any spelling bees or things like that?

AB:

Yes, we had spelling bees quite often.

JL:

Did you ever win?

AB:

No, I never was that good a speller.

JL:

Did they have prizes?

My father would help us

Just
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AB:

Yeah, they would generally give them a book of
some kind.

JL:

was it just a plain reading book?

AB:

Uh, huh.

JL:

was there a church near you?

AB:

We went into town to the United Brethren Church.

JL:

Did you go every Sunday?

AB:

Yes mam, we never missed Sunday school.

JL:

Your parents never allowed you to miss?

AB:

:r:q-o, if we told them that we were too sick to go to
Sunday school then we had to stay in the house all
day and didn't get to play or anything. We had to
keep real quiet.

JL:

Did you all ever have bible study at home?

AB:

No.

JL:

Did the whole family all go together on Sunday?

AB:

Yes, we all went my mother played the organ and my
father sang in the choir.

JL:

What kind of activities did you have at church?
Socials of any kind?

AB:

Yes, we would have ice cream socials. They made
homemade ice cream and then the mothers would make
homemade cakes. We would play games and things.

JL:

Did you say the ice cream was homemade?

AB:

Yes, we had homemade ice cream.

JL:

Were there alot of different activities that you
attended at the church or were they mostly on Sundays?
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AB:

Mostly on Sundays because everyone had too much work
to do during the week and it was so far to go to church.

JL:

Did you have a regular minister?

AB:

Yes.

JL:

What did you do in Sunday school?

AB:

Oh it would last about an hour. And then after that
there would be church and we would generally stay for
church. Then we would get home around 12:00 and my
mother would generally have the meal cooked before
we left for church and then when we got home, it
would be ready to put on the table. We had one
those big coal stoves and it had what is called a
warming oven in it. She would put the food in there
to keep it warm. She got up early to do this as
she played the organ at church and had to be there
a little early.

JL:

Where would she practice the organ?

AB:

Well we had an organ at home and she would play it
and my father would sing. They practiced at home.
He also played the banjo and drums. People would
come to the house on Sunday to hear them play and
sing. Sometimes my grandfather would bring his
violin and piay with them and it was very pretty
to hear them together.

JL:

Did they have a regular choir at church or was it
just your father and your mother?

AB:

No, they had a regular choir.
wonderful voice.

JL:

How long did the church service last?

AB:

Oh just about like now, we would get out around noon.
It is so far back that I can't remember.

JL:

How did the service go, alot of singing or what?

How long did it last?

My father had a
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AB:

Yes there was singing but it was mostly preaching.

JL:

was there usually a good attendence?

AB:

Yes, the church was usually full.

JL:

Did you have electricity in your home?

AB:

No, we had coal oil lamps.

JL:

Did you have a phone?

AB:

No, our neighbor out the road had a phone and if
we had to make a call we would go out there and
use their phone.

JL:

What did you do if you needed a doctor?

AB:

We had to go out to that neighbor's house and use
their phone to call him. My brother would usually
go on his bicycle.

JL:

Did you have to call the doctor very often?

AB:

No, not very often.

JL:

Were the babies born at home?

AB:

Yes they were.

JL:

Were you ever allowed to watch that?

AB:

On no, never.

JL:

How many doctors were there in Jackson at that time?

AB:

Oh I don't think there were over four or five.

JL:

Did they prescribe medicine then like they do now?

AB:

No, they carried their medicine right with them.
They would mix the medicine or give you pills right
out of their black bag.

i

Ardella Bruner

23

JL:

Did you have hospitals?

AB:

I don't think there was any right there in Jackson.
I believe the closest one was in Gallipolis, Ohio.

JL:

Were any of the children born when you were growing
up on the farm? Did your mother have any there at
the farm?

AB:

Yes, she had about four.

JL:

Did everyone get excited when a baby was being born?

AB:

Yes, they al 1 was anxious. As many as there _was you
wouldn't think that they would get excited but they did.

JL:

Who took care of the babies?

AB:

Well generally my grandmother would come, my father's
mother, or my mother's mother would come and take
care of her until she was able to take care of herself.

JL:

Did your father and brothers like to hunt?

AB:

Yes, my father and two of my brothers did alot of
hunting. They would hunt rabbits, squirrels and sometimes they would go hunting at night for coons. The
men in them days liked to go coon hunting, you know.

JL:

Did you eat the coon?

AB:

No.

JL:

What did they do with them?

AB:

I don't remember, he never brought them home.

JL:

Did you eat the rabbits and squirrels?

AB:

My yes, loved them. One time my father went hunting
and he brought home a washtub full. And I would
always helpt him to clean them. They when we cleaned
them he would hang them on the clothesline to freeze.
He always thought that meat froze was better.
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JL:

How would she fix the wild animals?

AB:

Well my mother
steam them you
then sometimes
it in the oven

JL:

Did you bake bread?

AB:

My mother baked bread every other day.
made bread everyday.

JL:

was that all you had, yeast bread?

AB:

Well once in a while we would get bread at the
bakery in Jackson. We used to get six loaves of
bread for a quarter.

JL:

Did you ever make quick breads, like cornbread?

AB:

Yes, we used to make cornbread and bisquits and
things like that.

JL:

What kind of food would you eat during the day?
Did you have any special things that you eat all
the time?

AB:

Well we had our own meat, we always in the fall my
father would get a half of a beef and then we had
our own pork. But we got so sick and tired of beef
and pork because we had so much of it all the time,
you know. When my father would go into town and get
a supply of bologna, we would be so glad and could
hardly wait to get into the house and get a sandwich of it.

JL:

Did your mother bake alot of pastries?

AB:

Yes, she made alot of cakes and pies because she had
alot of good fresh milk and eggs and butter and she
baked all the time. She made her own buns.

JL:

What kind of pies and desserts did she make?

AB:

Well she would make apple pies and she would make

would fry the rabbits and she would
know, and they were delicious. And
she would take tenderloin and bake
with the rabbit and make a gravy.

We had home -
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just a vanilla cream pie and then she would make a
dessert called float and it had a certain dish that
it always went in. She would whip eggs and put on
top of that.
rt was the most delicious stuff that
you ever eat.
JL:

Did you ever pick blackberries?

AB:

Yes, we picked lots of lots of blackberries. When
the berries were ripe we would start out about five
in the morning and we wouldn't come home until about
five in the evening. We would have great big lard
cans full of berries. The cans were 30 pound cans.
We would fill them up and then take them to town
and sell them. They would be ten cents a gallon
and in those days that was a good bit of money.

JL:

Oid your mother can any of them?

AB:

Yes, she canned blackberries and made jam blackberry
preserves and jellies.

JL:

What kind of crops did you raise?

AB:

You mean in just vegetables?

JL:

Yes.

AB:

He raised all of his own hay and that had to be put
in the barn for the winter, you know, for the cows
and the horses and he raised enough corn for the
cattle, you know, and oats for the horses.

JL:

Did you plant potatoes?

AB:

Yes, we planted enough potatoes to last from one
season to another.

JL:

How did you keep your vegetables?
them in the cellar?

AB:

Well we kept them in the cellar mostly apples and
things like that and then mother canned· alot.

Can them or keep
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JL:

Tell us the story about the gypsies.
alot of gypsies in that area?

Were there

AB:

Yes, alot of them would come out through the country
and they would want to sell stuff.

JL:

What did they sell?

AB:

Oh, they would have all kinds of dishes and tablecloths- and a, in them days they had alot of scarves
that they used on tables.

JL:

What nationality were these people?

AB:

Well they called them "Dagos."

JL:

Well that's Italians.

AB:

Well that is what they called them in those days
and they would be little short people and they were
awful dark though. They looked more like Indians
and they would be selling that stuff. Then we
used to have another old man come out through the
country and his name was Rockwell. His name was
and he would sell all kinds of kettles and buckets
and things like that.

JL:

Did your mother buy from him?

AB:

Yes she did. Us kids used alot of berries and we
needed alot of buGkets. They looked like what you
would call tin buckets.

JL:

Were these things expensive?

AB:

No, I think you could get a big bucket for a quarter.

JL:

What is the story about your family and the gypsies?

AB:

Well one day they was some old man who came out
through the country there and I think he was half
drunk. And my mother saw him coming and he had a
gun at his side and a pack on his back and long
wiskers. We was scared to death and we didn't know
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what to do.
I was home from school that day, I
had the sore throat. She said, "I don't know what
to do because I know he is coming here." · so we
hid behind the organ. She was so scared because
she had a couple of babies and she was afraid that
they might cry out and he would hear them. He about
knocked the door down trying to get in. We didn't
know what in the world we would do if he got in.
He just acted like someone half drunk. So anyway,
we kept real quiet and he finally went away. My
one sister, I think she had gone to one of our
neighbors, and my mother got so scared she didn't
know what to do because he was going in that same
direction and she was afraid that my sister might
be on her way home and meet him on the way and
hard telling what he would do to her. So us kids
started running way out ih the pasture and got ahead
~f him and got to this neighbor's house and she was
still there. But the old man was so slow and I could
run like a deer. I got there in time to warn her
and the neighbors about him and when he got to their
house, he did the same thing that he did at our
house. He about beat down the door but they wouldn't
answer the door for him. We stayed there until he
got way passed their house and then we ran home.
JL:

Did you have police back then?

AB:

You couldn't call police to come that far. They
would have to come by horse and buggy and it would
take them forever to get that far.

JL:

Did you have to keep things locked up?
have trouble with anybody stealing?

AB:

No, we never had that kind of trouble.

JL:

Did you lock your doors at night?

AB:

Yeah, we generally locked our doors at night.

JL:

Did you all ever have dates when you were growing up?

AB:

No, we really didn't have any dates but we would

Did you
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sneak around and see a boy. They would bring us so
far out the road and they would go back because my
dad didn't allow us to have dates.
JL:

Where would you usually go on these dates?

AB:

Oh we would usually take a walk out through the
country or go to a girlfriend's house because her
father didn't care if boys came there.
And we
would generally go to her house and take our dates
there. We would just, you know, talk and pop corn
and make taffy and things like that.

JL:

What other holidays did you all celebrate? What
did you do on Easter? Was that anything special?
Did you have Easter bunnies?

AB:

~e would generally hide eggs around and see who
could find the most. We would take crayons and
color them. We never had dyes like they have today.
So on Sunday morning, my mother would have a big
platter of eggs fried and she would have boiled
eggs and she would see which kid could eat the mosto
My father would sit there and laugh until he cried
at us kids eating eggs. He would tell us that he
knew we would be sick eating as many eggs as we
were. We would almost kill ourselves trying to
get ahead of the other.

JL:

Who usually won?

AB:

Well my brother always won.

JL:

How many eggs did he eat?

AB:

About six or seven.

JL:

Do you still like eggs?

AB:

I

JL:

Did you ever have any Sunrise services on Easter
morning at your church?

love them.

I

My oldest brother.

never get ti1red of them.
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AB:

No, but we would usually have a new dress and pocket
book and hat and shoes and go dressed up to Sunday
school and maybe they would give each one of us
a little basket of candy. A gift from the church.

JL:

On what other holidays did you have a big celebration?

AB:

Well the 4th of July. All of the relatives would
come and one time in particular I remember that
the~e were over 30 people in our house at one time
and they were there for both dinner and supper.
And of course we all had to work and help my mother
and she would fry maybe eight or ten chickens. We
had our own fryers, you know. On the 4th of July
my mother would get her first green beans out of
her garden and we always had them for dinner. She
also would have fresh tomatoes out of the garden.
We would have a big beef roast and we would make
homemade ice cream and we would have to go into
town to get our ice . We would make three freezers
and each freezer held t~o gallon. And then us
kids, of course, ther~ would be alot of there to play.

JL:

Why was the 4th of July such a big day?

AB:

Well we usually had such hard winters and by the
4th of July, the weather was nice and everything
was ready in the garden. We very seldom had ice
cream because we lived out in the country and it
was hard for my mother to make it. But on the
4th of July we had all we could eat. And then
she would bake three or four big cakes and all
the relatives had such fun . On one 4th of July,
I remember we had such a big wind storm. Electrical
storm and it blew the chimney off the house and it
blew soot all over the house but everyone got busy
and cleaned it up.

JL:

Did you ever have parades or anything like that
on the 4th of...,___,J.~~u~l~ ?_ _ _ _ _ _ __

AB:

No not on the 4th of July. But on decoration day
is when we would have a big parade . we · would march
from Jackson to the cemetary, you know, and we

Ardella Bruner

30

would make our own wreaths, you know, for the graves
out of wild flowers. We would start gathering them
early especially our pretty roses and we would
keep them down in the cellar where it was cold
until decoration day and then we took them to the
cemetary.
JL:

Did you put flowers on just anybody's grave or
just your own family?

AB:

No, just our own family. My grandmother and then
just the relatives, you know. Older people who had
died years ago.

JL:

Did you all do anything else on that day?
relatives come in too?

AB:

~ot on that day they didn't. Because we just had
so much going on in town, you know.

JL:

Did they have dances or anything like that in town
that you went to?

AB:

Well they had square dances in town for the older
people my parents age and they went to them but us
children didn't go. We wasn't old enough for that?

JL:

Did you ever go to friends or relatives to spend
the night?

AB:

Well I used to go to spend the night with my
girlfriend. Her name was Grace Mercer. She was
my closest girlfriend.

JL:

Did you ever go stay with your relatives?

AB:

Yes, I used to go to my Uncle's house and spend the
night. He was my mother's brother and he was pretty
well to do~ He owned alot of mines in that area.
Around Jackson, you know.
I went to stay with them
sometimes in the summer and she would buy my clothes
and maybe I would stay with all summer.
I helped
her alot around the house. I would clean out her
cupboards and sweep and dust and things like that.

Did
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I had my own bedroom there as they had five bedrooms
upstairs.
It was a great big house. There was a
bath upstairs and a bath downstairs.
It had a big
winding stairway. Upstairs, they had a porch that
went clear across the house. This was upstairs.
I would go out on that porch and shake the rugs
and bedclothes over the bannister.
JL:

Did any of your other brothers and sisters ever
stay with relatives?

AB:

Well my one sister stayed with my grandmother
about all the time·.

JL:

Which sister was that.

AB:

Eileen.

JL:

Was there any particular reason why she did that?

AB:

Well my grandfather and grandmother were alone and
she liked to stay with them. They bought her nice
things and they made over her quite a bit and she
just liked to stay there so my mother and dad let
her stay.

JL:

Was she your grandparents' favorite?

AB:

Yes, she was sick alot and so my grandmother felt
like she could do more for her than my mother because
my mother had so many to do for.

JL:

Well thank you very much Mrs. Bruner for talking
about your life on the farm.
Is there anything
else that you would like to say?

AB:

No, I guess that is about it.

JL:

Well thank you.
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Ardella Bruner

JL:

I am talking to Ardella Bruner who is 70 years
old. She is going to talk about her life on her
family's farm in Jackson, Ohio. Where were you born?

AB:

Jackson, Ohio.

JL:

What were your parent's names?

AB:

Bertha and Harvey Sharp.

JL:

How did your parents meet?

AB:

Well they met at school. They lived in the same
little town and they went to school together.

JL:

Did they live in Jackson?

AB:

They lived in a little town called Weldon, Ohio,
and that was about five miles from Jackson, Ohio.

JL:

When did you move to the farm?

AB:

We moved to the farm when I was about six years old.
We lived there seven years.

JL:

Why did you all decide to move to the farm?

AB:

My father wanted to get out into the country where
he could have chickens, a garden and cows and live
on a farm although he worked in a mine too.

JL:

Where was the mine?

AB:

Jackson, Ohio.

JL:

Had he ever farmed before?

AB:

Just a little but not much.

JL:

Were you excited about moving out to the farm?

AB:

Yes.

JL:

Was it hard finding one or did you look around much?

Just helpin' other people.

We wanted to very much.
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AB:

No. The doctor owned this farm ana he wanted my
father to move on it, you know, and just really look
after it and take care of it.
It was called the old
Mcclung Farm. It was about two miles in the country
from Jackson, Ohio.

JL:

Did your father pay rent?

AB:

He paid seven dollars a month rent.
and acres and acres of land.

JL:

You don't know how many?

AB:

Well I really never did know how many but it was an
awful lot.

JL:

Now how many children were there in your family?

AB:

There were nine on the farm.

JL:

Nine?

AB:

Let's see, there were five girls and four boys.

JL:

Did each of the children have a special job that
they had to do?

AB:

Yes, each of us had a special job. My job was to
gather the eggs for the day. And to help my mother
in the house and a, my brothers they were supposed
to bring in the kindling and the coal. And they,
we had a well, they would have to carry the water
in so my mother wouldn't have to get it. And then
the other sisters they had, their job was to work
in the house, do the cleaning and then in the spring
of the year when it was time for the gardening, we
each had to work in the garden and help clean the
land off. And plant the vegetables, the corn, potatoes,
and stuff like that.

JL:

Did your father work on the farm too or did he mine
everyday?

AB:

He worked on the farm just, you know, sometimes the

And we had acres

How many girls and how many boys?
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mine, they didn't work too steady.
And then he
would be off for a while and then he would help
to take care of the garden. Just work on the farm.
JL:

Why didn't he work steady in the mine?

AB:

Well they didn't always work steady, they was layed
off quite a few times, in the summertime. Then that
was when he would get everything done. Then it seemed
like they would work better in the winter in the mines
then they did in the summer.

JL:

How many years did he work in the mine?

AB:

All the time we were on the farm. He would go in at
dark and when he would come out of the mine it was
dark. He very seldom every seen daylight, when he
worked in the mines.

JL:

Did he work in the mines before he was married?

AB:

Yes, he worked in the mines with his father.

JL:

Did he like it?

AB:

Yes, he loved it.

JL:

It didn't bother him that he never got to see daylight?

AB:

No, he never thought anything about it.

JL:

This was deep-mining, right?

AB:

Yes.

JL:

Did they make good money as a miner?

AB:

Well not too much but in those days it" didn't take
much to live because prices and everything was low,
and then he raised so much, you know, on the farm
and everything and it didn't take too much to live.
But their wages wasn't too high.

JL:

When he worked in the mines, was there a company

Did he like the work?
He loved working in the mines.

Ardella Bruner

4

store for the miners could go and buy things?
AB:

Yes, there was a company store, that is where we
got everything.

JL:

was this just for the miners?

AB:

Well other people could buy there too but it was
mostly a mining store. Mostly for miners.

JL:

How far away was it from where you lived?

AB:

Well it was about two miles.
It was in Jackson,
Ohio where the store was and we lived out in the
country and we would walk from our house, you know,
to the store and waJk back.

JL:

What kind of things did they sell in the store?

AB:

Oh just about like they do now. My father used to
buy crackers in a barrel. He would buy a barrel of
crackers and a barrel of flour. That is the way we
would buy our stuff, you know, because that way we
didn't have to go to the store very often. And he
would buy sugar like that, you know, in big bags or
barrels of sugar. That way we didn't have to go to
the store too often. And we had our own meat and
eggs, vegetables and we had an orchard, and we had
our own fruit and everything like that. There wasn't
much that we had to go to the store to get.

JL:

Did he ever sell any of his crops?

AB:

Yeah, he sold eggs and we sold turkeys and chickens
and a, we sold, well when the garden would come in
he would sell, you know, corn and vegetables and
thing like that. We would take it to town, he had
what you would call an express wagon. He would fill
that up and go to town and sell it. Then we would
sell butter, we had customers in the country that
didn't make their own butter and my mother made so
much of it and we sold it for 15 cents a pound. We
would have to go through a creek and a big woods to
deliver this butter to the people who lived about a
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half a mile from us.
JL:

How much did they charge fur some of the other things?

AB:

Well our eggs was about 20 cents a dozen and that
was good money in those days.

JL:

Did you sell your corn and stuff like that?

AB:

Well we would sell that but he would take that into
town in wagon loads and I really don't know how much
he would get for it.
I really don't know.

JL:

Did you ever pay other people for their services,
like the doctor?

AB:

No, well just the doctors but if you had anything to
do in the country like getting in the hay, putting it
in the hayloft, neighbors would help. And then when
they would have anything to do, my father would go
and help them and the women would do the cooking with
the kids helping if they could. And then the men
would do all the work and we would have everything
cooked up for them when they were ready to eat. There
would be as high as 12 or 14 men working and we would
have to cook for that many.
And all of the women
would go to this one place where the men were working.

JL:

What type of food did you cook?

AB:

Well we cooked green beans and fried chicken and we
would have ham and pork, you know, fried apples,
biscuits, homemade bread, and all the milk and buttermilk
you would want. Coffee most anything you would want.

JL:

Did you all eat apples alot?
I believe.

AB:

Heh, an awful lot. My father would gather the apples
in the fall and winter and we would have barrels and
barrels of apples in our cellar in the fall.
My mother
would make applebutter and she would fill up these big
crocks and in those days you would use sealing wax to
put around the top of the lids so they would keep and

Jackson is apple country
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our cellar was full of these.
JL:

Did she can some of the other things that you grew?

AB:

Yes, she'd can corn, she would can tomatoes, and
we had a little peach orchard, she would can the
peaches and our own applebutter. She would can
green beans and we made our own sauerkraut and we
would keep it in a barrel.

JL:

Did she take like one day to can everything or did
she call all year round?

AB:

Oh she generally canned about all year round, everything
she could find to can, she would can it.

JL:

Did she teach you how to do this, did you help · in this?

AB:

Yes, all of us girls had to help.

JL:

How old were you when she started making you help cook?

AB:

I was . only about five years old when I started to cook.

J L:

How were you ever big enough to do anything like that?

AB:

I wasn't very big but I even tried to help . to mix the
bread.
I had a little box that I stood on. This was
when she was sick.

JL:

Did all the children have to start working that young?

AB:

They all had to work. They all had their jobs to do
and they had to do it.

JL:

How old was the oldest child in the family?
remember?

AB:

You mean when we lived on the farm?

JL:

Yes.

AB:

No, I was next to the oldest. My sister was 8 and I
was 6 and then on down. Mostly babies.

Do you

What was the range, were you the oldest?
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JL:

Did she have a baby every year?

AB:

Just about.

JL:

Did you make your own clothes?

AB:

Yes, my mother and my grandmother, that was my
mother's mother, made my clothes. She would come
out and do the biggest part of the sewing while my
mother would take care of the little ones. My
grandmother would do most all of it.

JL:

Did you have patterns to follow?

AB:

Yes, we had patterns. that we bought at the store.

JL:

Where did you get the material?

AB:

At a dry goods store in Jackson called Baldridge's.
Then we had another store that we bought from called
Michael's. We bought our thread and our yardgoods there.

JL:

Did you get to pick out your own materials?

AB:

No, never did.

JL:

How often did your mother make you something new?

AB:

Oh, about every other week she would make us something.
She sewed just about all the time for us, she had to
as there were so many of us.

JL:

Did she ever sew for other people?

AB:

No, she had enough to do just making our clothes.

JL:

Did you have many neighbors?

AB:

Not too close.

JL:

Where was the closest one?

AB:

Oh, about a half mile.

My mother did that herself.
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JL:

Did you ever visit with them?

AB:

Yes, an awful lot.

JL:

Did they have children that you played with?

AB:

Well this one family named Mayhew lived about a
half mile up the road from us and it was just the
father and the son and daughter. They were alot
older than we were. We used to go there alot and
then I had a girlfriend who lived about one mile
from us that I used to run around with and her name
was Barlow.

JL:

How much time did you have to play?

AB:

Not very much.

JL:

Did you have to do your chores first?

AB:

When our work was done then we could go play. Then
we would usually play hide-go-seek and farmer in
the dell.

JL:

What other games did you play?

AB:

Well we would play tappy on the icebox.

JL:

How did you play that game?

AB:

Well one kid would stand against the tree with his
eyes closed and someone would tap him on the back
and he would have to guess which one tapped him.
, Then if he guessed which one tapped him, they would
all go hide and you would have to find them.

JL:

What other games did you play?

Dolls?

AB:

Well yes, dolls. Not too many toys. But we about
always had a doll and we would cut dresses out for
them and sewed for them.

JL:

Would they be dolls that you made yourself or did
you buy them?

Ardella Bruner

9

AB:

No, we bought them. We would us ually get a doll
for Christmas. Then we wouldn't get another one
until the next Christmas . And if that doll was in
good shape, then we didn't get another doll.

JL:

What did you usually get for Christmas?

AB:

Generally a little workbox with thread, scissors,
and things like that in it. And we would get clothes
and something to wear . Shoes and clothing but we
never got many toys.

JL :

Did your parents tell you about Santa Claus?

AB: · Yes, we thought there was a Sant a Claus. We didn't
see what we got until Christmas morning when we got
up . We would generally have a b i g plate .and each of
us would have an orange and nuts and candy on that plate .
JL:

Did you usually have alot of relatives over for Christmas?

AB:

Well no, not usually at Christmas. Mostly like the
4th of July and in the summertime when the weather
was nice. Because the roads were bad and when I was
little we very seldom saw the ground until it was time
to make garden. The ground was covered with snow and
we would have real deep snows and they didn't do much
visiting in the wintertime . Ar ound the 4th of July
was when we used to have most of our company.

JL:

Did you go sleigh riding?

AB:

Yes, there was a big hill right beside our house and
that's where we used to go sleigh riding and generally
children all out through the country would come and
sleigh on our hill .

JL:

Did you go out and cut your own Christmas tree?

AB:

Yes. we would go out and cut our own tree and us
children would pop corn and string it and cut out
little rings and color them with crayons and string
them together and put them on the tree. Then we had
the little candles with a little clip on them for the
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tree. But my mother was always afraid for us to
light them as she was fearful of us burning down
the house.
JL:

Did you have a big house?

AB:

Yes, we had about seven rooms.

JL:

How did the children sleep? Did you sleep two in a
room or two in a bed or how?

AB:

Well we slept four or five in a room. The girls all
slept in one room and the boys in one room and my
mother and dad had their room. The bedrooms were
quite large though. We weren't crowded.

JL:

Did the boys get to do more things than the girls
did? Did they have more freedom?

AB:

No, they didn't get to do anymore than the girls did.
We all had certain things to do and we had to do it.

JL:

Did the boys play with you all the time or did they
go off and do their own things?

AB:

No, we all played together cause they wasn't allowed
to go any place to play. The children out through
the country, they were all busy too and had their
jobs to do and a, so we very seldom went anywhere
to play. We played right there, just us children.

JL:

How did you keep your food?

AB:

Well now in the winter we had a great big long room and
in the summer we used it as a dining room and then in
the winter my mother would put like oil cloth on that
table and that is where we kept our meats and it would
keep all winter. We didn't have no ice box or refrigerator
or anything like that and my father would make his own
sausage and they would kill two big hogs and he would
preserve meat and then he had his own smokehouse where
he would smoke all his meat like the hams, :'JP()U know,
and the shoulders and the sides. Then we kept that
in this one big room and my mother and dad would make

How did you preserve them?

Ardella Bruner

11

sausage and that was put down and then they would melt
lard and put over that and that would preserve that
and keep it from one season to another. Then in that
big room we would have like a small barrel and that
was full of sauerk.t:aut and we made our own sauerkraut.
Then in the summer that meat was all taken down in
the cellar. We had a great big cellar and it was
always just as cold as could be. He would take the
meat down there and then this big room well we used
that in the summer for our dining room. My mother
would then get the rug in there, you know, and they
would stretch the rug and tack it down, you know,
like a rag and they called them rag rugs.
It was
in strips and they would cover the floor and we had
this big table and that is where we would eat in
the summertime.
JL:

What would you do about your milk and things like
this that soured?

AB:

It was kept down in our cellar and we never had
anything to spoil. It was real cold down there. We
kept it down there in crocks with big weights on it
so nothing could get in it. Our butter and everything
like that.

JL:

Did you ride horses much?

AB:

Yes, an awful lot. We would ride horses to go look
for the cows on the farm, it was so big, you know.
We'd just get on the horses and go after the cows.

JL:

Did you have many horses?

AB:

We had about three I think.

JL:

How many other animals did you have?

AB:

Well we had about three cows, and then we had some
young colts and we had about 125 head of turkey.
And about 350 head of chickens and we were kept busy.

JL:

Did you ever help with the butchering?
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AB:

Oh just to help to clean up and all that and then
the men in the country would all come to help with
the butchering and the women and kids would do the
cooking and there was always alot of dishes to do
and getting the meals and everything.

JL:

Did they do this butchering once a year?

AB:

Around Thanksgiving.

JL:

What was your favorite holiday?

AB:

I think it was Christmas.
than anything.

JL:

What was that story that you told me before about your
sister that happened at Christmas time?

AB:

About Santa C1aus? Ha, well this one sister of mine
she was always a big cut up, the oldest sister, · and
she wanted to dress one of my other sisters up, you
know, to look like Santa Claus. So she took her
upstairs to her room and she put pillows in the front
and back to make her look 1 ike Santa Claus.-, you know,
and she put this suit on her and a false face and
beard and she said, "You know Santa Claus always
smoked a pipe." So she put. this pipe in her mouth
and put some of my father•~ tobacco in it and lit
it. When she lit it, she set the whiskers on fire.
Well she jumped around and fell on the floor and
everything else and like to burn us up.

JL:

How did you ever put out the fire?

AB:

We just took pillows and kept hitting her.

JL:

Did your parents ever find out?

AB:

Yeah, they found out and they laughed harder than we did.

JL:

You mean you didn't get into trouble?

AB:

No, they laughed about it too, but we could have set
the whole house on fire.

I enjoyed Christmas more

Ardella Bruner

13

JL:

You told another story about your mother and a ghost.
What was that story?

AB:

Well we went to town that night and she always told us
to hurry back. Well ·this time we didn't hurry as much
as she thought we should so she put a sheet on her
head and when we came up the road from where we lived,
off of the road a little ways where there was a
slaughter house and that's where they killed all the
c ows, pigs, etc.
It wasn't very far from our farm.
She went down there and set up on this fence and put
a sheet over her head and us kids was always afraid
of ghosts. So anyway when we come from town, she
was sittin' there on the gate waving her arms, you
know, and when we saw her, we had sugar and rice or
something, well anyhow whatever we had was all over
the road and we run so fast that we liked to died
trying to get to the house and a, so when we got
to the house and a, so when we got to the house my
dad said, "What in the world is wrong with you,"
and we said, "We saw a ghost," and told him that we
had spilled the sugar and rice all over the road.
We also had a big bag of salt and there was salt
and rice and sugar all over the place. cause us
kids just ran and threw that stuff.

JL:

What was the other ghost story that you told about,
a real live ghost?

AB:

Well us kids thought it was and to this day I don't
know what it was. But anyway, this farm that we
lived on, it was a doctor that owned it and he used
to have a skeleton hanging in this old barn and
this barn must have been about three hundred years
old.
I believe the barn is still standing too.
And a, us kids was always kind of afraid and he had
a place made in this barn where he did his studying
and he used this skeleton in his work. So anyway,
one day my sister and I was playing out in the yard
and we saw something white go into the barn. And
to this day we don't know what it was and we ran to
the house and our mother was ironing in the kitchen
and my other sister was with her and we were the
only ones around to this day we don't know what it was.
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JL:

What did it look like?

AB:

Well it just looked like a person all in white
with something over it's head.

JL:

Did it have any form at all?

AB:

Well it just looked like a man, we don't know what
that was.

JL:

Did you follow it into the barn?

AB:

No we didn't follow it, we ran just as fast as we
could into the house. We were scared to death.

JL:

Did your mother ever go out to see what it was?

AB:

She said that we imagined it. We went out to the
barn and she looked with us and there wasn't anything
there . We couldn't see a thing. But something had
gone into the barn and we saw it but to this day
we don't know what it was .

JL:

was there another ghost story that you would want
to talk about?

AB:

Oh no. That is about all the ghost stories that I
remember now. Us kids u3ed to sit out on the porch
and cover up with big comforters and tell those
stories and we would get so scared that we would
be afraid to come out from under the cover and go
into the house. So one time my sister had a party
and she told my older sister and I that when she
had this party we couldn't be there. She said we
would have to stay in the barn or someplace as they
were her friends corning and we wouldn't be included.
So we told her that we would go out there so anyway
when the party started, you know, she wanted to be
a big shot and she started showing off in front of
her friends.
In the meantime my other sister had
sneaked upstairs under the bed instead of going out
to the barn like she had asked us to do. So when
the friends got there, she said, "If there are any
rapping spirits in this house, rap three times."
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Well my sister and I rapped three times on the floor
and those kids got so scared and they was runnin'
all directions and some of them run home and they
had quite a ways to run too because the closest
neighbor was a half mile away and some of them had
to run farther than that. My father got so mad
at my sister and me doing a trick like that and
he didn't think it was right and for a long time,
my sister and I didn't get to do anything as a
punishment.
JL:

Well did you go in and act like you didn't know
anything about it in front of your sister?

AB:

Uh, huh. We acted like we didn't know anything
about it. She was telling my father about the
ghost rapping three times and we acted just as
surprised as she was.

JL :

Did you like to play jokes on each other?

AB:

Yeah, an awful lot.

JL :

What other things did you do?

AB:

Well that is about the only things that I can remember
that we did.

JL:

Where did you attend school?

AB:

We went to school in Jackson. My father wouldn't
let us go to the country school.

JL:

Why?

AB:

Well the roads were bad. The little lanes that
led to the school were bad. The name of the country
school was Mt. Zion. He thought the weather and all
was too bad so he made us go in town to school. We
walked to school and walked back. Sometimes when
the weather was nice, we would walk home for lunch.
We would start running as soon as we got out of
school and run all the way home and then run all
the way back to school.

Do you remember any?
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JL:

How many grades were in your school?

AB:

There were eight.

JL:

How far did you go?

AB:

To the eighth.

JL:

What kind of lessons did you have?

AB:

Well we had English, history, arithmetic, music, etc.

JL:

Did you have one teacher that taught all of these?

AB:

Yes, one teacher taught all subjects and she had 20
some children in her class.

JL:

Were all the children of one age group or were they
all different ages?

AB:

They were all one age group. We had each grade,
first, second, third, etc. Just like it is today.

JL:

Did you have a male or female teacher?

AB:

Female.

JL:

Were they strict?

AB:

Yeah, very strict.

JL:

What kind of music did you learn?

AB:

Well just little songs out of a songbook.
teach us about the notes and all.

JL:

The lady teacher that taught you, was she strict?

AB:

Yeah.

JL:

What would she do if the children misbehaved?

AB:

She would send them to the principal. They whipped
children then and he had a paddle and sometimes you

And then we moved to Springfield, Ohio.

Our music teacher was a male.

He would
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could hear children crying all over the place.
JL:

Did she send children to the principal very often?

AB:

Not too often, because we were all afraid.

JL:

What would the students usually do when they got
into trouble?

AB:

Well they would maybe throw paper wads at another
child and she would tell them not to and if they did
it again, she would send them to the principal.

JL:

Did you like school?

AB:

No, not very well.

JL:

Why?

AB:

Well we had· to go so far to school and we had to
work so hard on the farm that I just couldn't get
interested in school.

JL:

What time did you go to school?

AB:

Well school took up around 8:00.

JL:

Did you have any breaks?

AB:

Recess is all.

JL:

How long did you get?

AB:

Oh, around twenty minutes.

JL:

What did you do during this time?

AB:

Oh, we just stood around the school yard and talked
to other kids and sometimes we would play games.
Farmer in the dell, we used to like to play that.

JL:

How did you play that?

AB:

Oh, you know, the farmer in the dell and the farmer
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takes a wife and the wife takes a child and so on.
JL:

Did you take your lunch?

AB:

Well on bad days we would take our lunch and on
pretty days we would go home for lunch.

JL:

When the weather was bad did your father take you
to school or did you have to walk?

AB:

No, we had to walk because he was at work.

JL:

How did your father get to work?

AB:

Well we had a horse and buggy and my mother would
take him to work and then go after him in the evening.

JL:

How far away was the mine?

AB:

Oh it must have been about four or five miles.

JL:

Did he take his lunch?

AB:

Yes, he took his lunch.

JL:

Do you remember how much he got paid?
wasn't very much.

You said it

AB:

No, I never did know how much he made.
and father never did say.

My mother

JL:

Was he ever bothered with black lung like miners
are today?

AB:

No, he never was.

JL:

Did you ever feel like you would have liked to go
on in school?

AB:

Oh at
after
cause
I got

one time I thought that I would like to but
we moved to Springfield I didn't want to beI didn't know any of the children and all so
a job and went to work.
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JL:

Did any of your sisters or brothers go farther in
school than the eighth grade?

AB:

Yes, most of the younger ones went to about the
second year of high school and the two youngest
girls graduated.

JL:

Did your parents want to keep you in school? Did
they want you to get a good education, did they
emphasize that?

AB:

Yes my father wanted us to get a good education but
my mother had so much to do at home that she would
rather we stayed home and helped her with such a
big family.

JL:

Did your parents have a good education?

AB:

No, they didn't go very fctr in school either. But
in those days, people didn't think as much about
school as they do today. Most people had large
families and alot of work to do and it took everyone
doing their own job to get everything done.

JL:

Did you have alot of homework to do?

AB:

Yes, we had quite a bit.
with it.

JL:

What was your homework usually in?

AB:

Oh, English, history, geog,r aphy, arithmetic.
like kids do now.

JL:

Did you ever have any spelling bees or things like that?

AB:

Yes, we had spelling bees quite often.

JL:

Did you ever win?

AB:

No, I never was that good a speller.

JL:

Did they have prizes?

My father would help us

Just
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AB:

Yeah, they would generally give them a book of
some kind.

JL:

was it just a plain reading book?

AB:

Uh, huh.

JL:

was there a church near you?

AB:

we went into town to the United Brethren Church.

JL:

Did you go every Sunday?

AB:

Yes mam, we never missed Sunday school.

JL:

Your parents never allowed you to miss?

AB:

No, if we told them that we were too sick to go to
Sunday school then we had to stay in the house all
day and didn't get to play or anything. We had to
keep real quiet.

JL:

Did you all ever have bible study at home?

AB:

No.

JL:

Did the whole family all go together on Sunday?

AB:

Yes, we all went my mother played the organ and my
father sang in the choir.

JL:

What kind of activities did you have at church?
Socials of any kind?

AB:

Yes, we would have ice cream socials. They made
homemade ice cream and then the mothers would make
homemade cakes. We would play games and things.

JL:

Did you say the ice cream was homemade?

AB:

Yes, we had homemade ice cream.

JL:

Were there alot of different activities that you
attended at the church or were they mostly on Sundays?
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AB:

Mostly on Sundays because everyone had too much work
to do during the week and it was so far to go to church.

JL:

Did you have a regular minister?

AB:

Yes.

JL:

What did you do in Sunday school?

AB:

Oh it would last about an hour.
And then after that
there would be church and we would generally stay for
church. Then we would get home around 12:00 and my
mother would generally have the meal cooked before
we left for church and then when we got home, it
would be ready to put on the table. We had one
those big coal stoves and it had _what is called a
warming oven in it. She would put the food in there
to keep it warm. She got up early to do this as
she played the organ at church and had to be there
a little early .

JL:

Where would she practice the organ?

AB:

Well we had an organ at home and she would play it
and my father would sing. They practiced at home.
He also played the banjo and drums. People would
come to the house on Sunday to hear them play and
sing. Sometimes my grandfather would bring his
violin and play with them and it was very pretty
to hear them together.

JL:

Did they have a regular choir at church or was it
just your father and your mother?

AB:

No, they had a regular choir .
wonderful voice.

JL:

How long did the church service last?

AB:

Oh just about like now, we would get out around noon .
It is so far back that I can't remember.

JL:

How did the service go, alot of singing or what?

How long did it last?

My father had a
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AB:

Yes there was singing but it was mostly preaching.

JL:

was there usually a good attendence?

AB:

Yes, the church was usually full.

JL:

Did you have electricity in your home?

AB:

No, we had coal oil lamps.

JL:

Did you have a phone?

AB:

No, our neighbor out the road had a phone and if
we had to make a call we would go out there and
use their phone.

JL:

What did you do if you needed a doctor?

AB:

We had to go out to that neighbor's house and use
their phone to call him . My brother would usually
go on his bicycle.

J L:

Did you have to call the doctor very often?

AB:

No, not very often.

JL:

Were the babies born at home?

AB:

Yes they were.

JL:

Were you ever allowed to watch that?

AB:

On no, never.

JL:

How many doctors were there in Jackson at that time?

AB:

Oh I don't think there were over four or five.

JL:

Did they prescribe medicine then like they do now?

AB:

No, they carried their medicine right with them.
They would mix the medicine or give you pills right
out of their black bag.
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JL:

Did you have hospitals?

AB:

I don't think there was any right there in Jackson.
I believe the closest one was in Gallipolis, Ohio.

JL:

Were any of the children born when you were growing
up on the farm? Did your mother have any there at
the farm?

AB:

Yes, she had about four.

JL:

Did everyone get excited when a baby was being born?

AB:

Yes, they all was anxious. As many as there was you
wouldn't think that they would get excited but they did.

JL:

Who took care of the babies?

AB:

Well generally my grandmother would come, my father's
mother, or my mother's mother would come and take
care of her until she was able to take care of herself.

JL:

Did your father and brothers like to hunt?

AB:

Yes, my father and two of my brothers did alot of
hunting.
They would hunt rabbits, squirrels and sometimes they would go hunting at night for coons. The
men in them days liked to go coon hunting, you know.

JL:

Did you eat the coon?

AB:

No.

JL:

What did they do with them?

AB:

I don't remember, he never brought them home.

JL:

Did you eat the rabbits and squirrels?

AB:

My yes, loved them. One time my father went hunting
and he brought home a washtub full.
And I would
always helpt him to clean them. They when we cleaned
them he would hang them on the clothesline to freeze.
He always thought that meat froze was better.
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JL:

How would she fix the wild animals?

AB:

Well my mother
steam them you
then sometimes
it in the oven

JL:

Did you bake bread?

AB:

My mother baked bread every other day.
made bread everyday.

JL:

was that all you had, yeast bread?

AB:

Well once in a while we would get bread at the
bakery in Jackson. We used to get six loaves of
bread for a quarter.

JL:

Did you ever make quick breads, like cornbread?

AB:

Yes, we used to make cornbread and bisquits and
things like that.

JL ~

What kind of food would you eat during the day?
Did you have any special things that you eat all
the time?

AB:

Well we had our own meat, we always in the fall my
father would get a half of a beef and then we had
our own pork. But we got so sick and tired of beef
and pork because we had so much of it all the time,
you know. When my father would go into town and get
a supply of bologna, we would be so glad and could
hardly wait to get into the house and get a sandwich of it.

JL:

Did your mother bake alot of pastries?

AB:

Yes, she made alot of cakes and pies because she had
alot of good fresh milk and eggs and butter and she
baked all the time. She made her own buns.

JL:

What kind of pies and desserts did she make?

AB:

Well she would make apple pies and she would make

would fry the rabbits and she would
know, and they were delicious . And
she would take tenderloin and bake
with the rabbit and make a gravy.

We had home -
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just a vanilla cream pie and then she would make a
dessert called float and it had a certain dish that
it always went in. She would whip eggs and put on
top of that.
It was the most delicious stuff that
you ever eat.
JL:

Did you ever pick blackberries?

AB:

Yes, we picked lots of lots of blackberries. When
the berries were ripe we would start out about five
in the morning and we wouldn't come home until about
five in the evening. We would have great big lard
cans full of berries. The cans were 30 pound cans.
We would fill them up and then take them to town
and sell them. They would be ten cents a gallon
and in those days that was a good bit of money.

JL:

Did your mother can any of them?

AB:

Yes, she canned blackberries and made jam blackberry
preserves and jellies.

JL:

What kind of crops did you raise?

AB:

You mean in just vegetables?

JL:

Yes.

AB:

He raised all of his own hay and that had to be put
in the barn for the winter, you know, for the cows
and the horses and he raised enough corn for the
cattle, you know, and oats for the horses.

JL:

Did you plant potatoes?

AB:

Yes, we planted enough potatoes to last from one
season to another.

JL:

How did you keep your vegetables?
them in the cellar?

AB:

Well we kept them in the cellar mostly apples and
things like that and then mother canned alot.

Can them or keep
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JL:

Tell us the story about the gypsies.
alot of gypsies in that area?

Were there

AB:

Yes, alot of them would come out through the country
and they would want to sell stuff.

JL:

What did they sell?

AB:

Oh, they would have all kinds of dishes and tablecloths. and a, in them days they had alot of scarves
that they used on tables.

JL:

What nationality were these people?

AB:

Well they called them "Dagos."

JL:

Well that's Italians.

AB:

Well that is what they called them in those days
and they would be little short people and they were
awful dark though. They looked more like Indians
and they would be selling that stuff. Then we
used to have another old man come out through the
country and his name was Rockwell. His name was
and he would sell all kinds of kettles and buckets
and things like that.

JL:

Did your mother buy from him?

AB:

Yes she did . Us kids used alot of berries and we
needed alot of buGkets. They looked like what you
would call tin buckets.

JL:

Were these things expensive?

AB:

No, I think you could get a big bucket for a quarter.

JL:

What is the story about your family and the gypsies?

AB:

Well one day they was some old man who came out
through the country there and I think he was half
drunk. And my mother saw him coming and he had a
gun at his side and a pack on his back and long
wiskers. We was scared to death and we didn't know

'
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what to do.
I was home from school that day, I
had the sore throat. She said, "I don't know what
to do because I know he is coming here." · so we
hid behind the organ. She was so scared because
she had a couple of babies and she was afraid that
they might cry out and he would hear them. He about
knocked the door down trying to get in. We didn't
know what in the world we would do if he got in.
He just acted like someone half drunk. So anyway,
we kept real quiet and he finally went away. My
one sister, I think she had gone to one of our
neighbors, and my mother got so scared she didn't
know what to do because he was going in that same
direction and she was afraid that my sister might
be on her way home and meet him on the way and
hard telling what h~ would do to her. So us kids
started running way out in the pasture and got ahead
of him and got to this neighbor's house and she was
still there . But _the old man was so slow and I could
run 1 ike a deer. ·r got there in time to warn her
and the neighbors about him and when he got to their
house, he did the same thing that he did at our
house. He about beat down the door but they wouldn't
answer the door for him . We stayed there until he
got way passed their house and then we ran home.
JL :

Did you have police back then?

AB:

You couldn't call police to come that far. They
would have to come by horse and buggy and it would
take them forever to get that far.

JL:

Did you have to keep things locked up?
have trouble with anybody stealing?

AB:

No, we never had that kind of trouble.

JL:

Did you lock your doors at night?

AB:

Yeah, we generally locked our doors at night.

JL:

Did you all ever have dates when you were growing up?

AB:

No, we really didn't have any dates but we would

Did you
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sneak around and see a boy. They would bring us so
far out the road and they would go back because my
dad didn't allow us to have dates.
JL:

Where would you usually go on these dates?

AB:

Oh we would usually take a walk out through the
country or go to a girlfriend's house because her
father didn't care if boys came there.
And we
would generally go to her house and take our dates
there. We would just, you know, talk and pop corn
and make taffy and things like that.

JL:

What other holidays did you all celebrate? What
did you do on Easter? was that anything special?
Did you have Easter bunnies?

AB:

We would generally hide eggs around and see who
could find the most. We would take crayons and
color them. We never had dyes like they have today.
So on Sunday morning, my mother would have a big
platter of eggs fried and she would have boiled
eggs and she would see which kid could eat the mosto
My father would sit there and laugh until he cried
at us kids eating eggs. He would tell us that he
knew we would be sick eating as many eggs as we
were. We would almost kill ourselves trying to
get ahead of the other.

JL:

Who usually won?

Aa:

Well my brother always won.

JL:

How many eggs did he eat?

AB:

About six or seven.

JL:

Do you still like eggs?

AB:

I

JL:

Did you ever have any Sunrise services on Easter
morning at your church?

love them.

I

My oldest brother.

never get ti!red of them.
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AB:

No, but we would usually have a new dress and pocket
book and hat and shoes and go dressed up to Sunday
school and maybe they would give each one of us
a little basket of candy. A gift from the church.

JL:

on what other holidays did you have a big celebration?

AB:

Well the 4th of July. All of the relatives would
come and one time in particular I remember that
the~e were over 30 people in our house at one time
and they were there for both dinner and supper.
And of course we all had to work and help my mother
and she would fry maybe eight or ten chickens. We
had our own fryers, you know. On the 4th of July
my mother would get her first green beans out of
her garden and we always had them for dinner. She
also would have fresh tomatoes out of the garden.
We would have a big beef roast and we would make
homemade ice cream and we would have to go into
town to get our ice. We would make three freezers
and each freezer held two gallon. And then us
kids, of course, there would be alot of there to play.

JL:

Why was the 4th of July such a big day?

AB:

Well we usually had such hard winters and by the
4th of July, the weather was nice and everything
was ready in the garden. We very seldom had ice
cream because we lived out in the country and it
was hard for my mother to make it. But on the
4th of July we had all we could eat. And then
she would bake three or four big cakes and all
the relatives had such fun. On one 4th of July,
I remember we had such a big wind storm. Electrical
storm and it blew the chimney off the house and it
blew soot all over the house but everyone got busy
and cleaned it up.

JL:

Did you ever have parades or anything like that
on the 4th of July?

AB:

No not on the 4th of July. But on decoration day
is when we would have a big parade. We would march
from Jackson to the cemetary, you know, and we
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would make our own wreaths, you know, for the graves
out of wild flowers. We would start gathering them
early especially our pretty roses and we would
keep them down in the cellar where it was cold
until decoration day and then we took them to the
cemetary.
JL:

Did you put flowers on just anybody's grave or
just your own family?

AB:

No, just our own family. My grandmother and then
just the relatives, you know. Older people who had
died years ago.

JL:

Did you all do anything else on that day?
relatives come in too?

AB:

Not on that day they didn't. Because we just had
so much going on in town, you know.

JL:

Did they have dances or anything like that in town
that you went to?

AB:

Well they had square dances in town for the older
people my parents age and they went to them but us
children didn't go. W~ wasn't old enough for that?

JL:

Did you ever go to friends or relatives to spend
the night?

AB:

Well I used to go to spend the night with my
girlfriend. Her name was Grace Mercer. She was
my closest girlfriend.

JL:

Did you ever go stay with your relatives?

AB:

Yes, I used to go to my Uncle's house and spend the
night. He was my mother's brother and he was pretty
well to do. He owned alot of mines in that area.
Around Jackson, you know.
I went to stay with them
sometimes in the summer and she would buy my clothes
and maybe I would stay with all summer. I helped
her alot around the house.
I would clean out her
cupboards and sweep and dust and things like that.

Did
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I had my own bedroom there as they had five bedrooms
upstairs.
It was a great big house. There was a
bath upstairs and a bath downstairs.
It had a big
winding stairway. Upstairs, they had a porch that
went clear across the house. This was upstairs.
I would go out on that porch and shake the rugs
and bedclothes over the bannister.
JL:

Did any of your other brothers and sisters ever
stay with relatives?

AB:

Well my one sister stayed with my grandmother
about all the time~

JL:

Which sister was that.

AB:

Eileen.

JL:

was there any particular reason why she did that?

AB:

Well my grandfather and grandmother were alone and
she liked to stay with them. They bought her nice
things and they made over her quite a bit and she
just liked to stay there so my mother and dad let
her stay.

JL:

Was she your grandparents' favorite?

AB:

Yes, she was sick alot and so my grandmother felt
like she could do more for her than my mother because
my mother had so many to do for.

JL:

Well thank you very much Mrs. Bruner for talking
about your life on the farm.
Is there anything
else that you would like to say?

AB:

No, I guess that is about it.

JL:

Well thank you.
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Ardella Bruner

JL:

I am talking to Ardella Bruner who is 70 years
old. She is going to talk about her life on her
family's farm in Jackson, Ohio. Where were you born?

AB:

Jackson, Ohio.

JL:

What were your parent's names?

AB:

Bertha and Harvey Sharp.

JL:

How did your parents meet?

AB:

Well they met at school. They lived in the same
little town and they went to school together.

JL:

Did they live in Jackson?

AB:

They lived in a little town called Weldon, Ohio,
and that was about five miles from Jackson, Ohio.

JL:

When did you move to the farm?

AB:

We moved to the farm when I was about six years old.
We lived there seven years.

JL:

Why did you all decide to move to the farm?

AB:

My father wanted to get out into the country where
he could have chickens, a garden and cows and live
on a farm although he worked in a mine too.

JL:

Where was the mine?

AB:

Jackson, Ohio.

JL:

Had he ever farmed before?

AB:

Just a little but not much.

JL:

Were you excited about moving out to the farm?

AB:

Yes.

JL:

Was it hard finding one or did you look around much?

Just helpin' other people.

We wanted to, very much.
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AB:

No. The doctor owned this farm ana he wanted my
father to move on it, you know, and just really look
after it and take care of it.
It was called the old
Mcclung Farm.
It was about two miles in the country
from Jackson, Ohio.

JL:

Did your father pay rent?

AB:

He paid seven·dollars a month rent.
and acres and acres of land.

JL:

You don't know how many?

AB:

Well I really never did know how many but it was an
awful lot.

JL:

Now how many children were there in your family?

AB:

There were nine on the farm.

JL:

Nine?

AB:

Let's see, there were five girls and four boys.

JL:

Did each of the children have a special job that
they had to do?

AB:

Yes, each of us had a special job. My job was to
gather the eggs for the day. And to help my mother
in the house and a, my brothers they were supposed
to bring in the kindling and the coal. And they,
we had a well, they would have to carry the water
in so my mother wouldn't have to get it. And then
the other sisters they had, their job was to work
in the house, do the cleaning and then in the spring
of the year when it was time for the gardening, we
each had to work in the garden and help clean the
land off.
And plant the vegetables, the corn, potatoes,
and stuff like that.

JL:

Did your father work on the farm too or did he mine
everyday?

AB:

He worked on the farm just, you know, sometimes the

And we had acres

How many girls and how many boys?
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mine, they didn't work too steady.
And then he
would be off for a while and then he would help
to take care of the garden. Just work on the farm.
JL:

Why didn't he work steady in the mine?

AB:

Well they didn't always work steady, they was layed
off quite a few times, in the summertime. Then that
was when he would get everything done. Then it seemed
like they would work better in the winter in the mines
~hen they did in the summer.

JL:

How many years did he work in the mine?

AB:

All the time we were on the farm. He would go in at
dark and when he would come out of the mine it was
dark. He very seldom every seen daylight, when he
worked in the mines.

JL:

Did he work in the mines before he was married?

AB:

Yes, he worked in the mines with his father.

JL:

Did he like it?

AB:

Yes, he loved it.

JL:

It didn't bother him that he never got to see daylight?

AB:

No, he never thought anything about it.

JL:

This was deep-mining, right?

AB:

Yes.

JL:

Did they make good money as a miner?

AB:

Well not too much but in those days it didn't take
much to live because prices and everything was low,
and then he raised so much, you know, on the farm
and everything and it didn't take too much to live.
But their wages was?'t too high.

JL:

When he worked in the mines, was there a company

Did he like the work?
He loved working in the mines.
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store for the miners could go and buy things?
AB:

Yes, there was a company store, that is where we
got everything .

JL:

was this just for the miners?

AB:

Well other people could buy there too but it was
mostly a mining store. Mostly for miners .

JL :

How far away was it from where you lived?

AB:

Well it was about two miles .
It was in Jack s on,
Ohio where the store was and we lived out in the
country and we would walk from our house, you know,
to the store and waJ.k back .

JL:

What kind of things did they sell in the store?

AB :

Oh just about like they do now . My father used to
buy crackers in a barrel. He would buy a barrel of
crackers and a barrel of flour . That is the way we
would buy our stuff, you know, because that way we
didn't have to go to the store very often. And he
would buy sugar like that, you know, in big bags or
barrels of sugar . That way we didn't have to go to
the store too often . And we had our own meat and
eggs, vegetables and we had an orchard, and we had
our own fruit and everything like that . There wasn't
much that we had to go to the store to get .

JL:

Did he ever sell any of his crops?

AB :

Yeah, he sold eggs and we sold turkeys and chickens
and a, we sold, well when the garden would come in
he would sell, you know, corn and vegetables and
thing like that . We would take it to town, he had
what you would call an e xpress wagon. He would fill
that up and go to town and sell it . Then we would
sell butter, we had customers in the country that
didn't make their own butter and my mother made so
much of it and we, sold it for 15 cents a pound. We
would have to go through a creek and a big woods to
deliver this butter to the people who lived about a
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half a mile from us.
JL:

How much did they charge for some of the other things?

AB:

Well our eggs was about 20 cents a dozen and that
was good money in those days.

JL:

Did you sell your corn and stuff like that?

AB:

Well we would sell that but he would take that into
town in wagon lbads and I really don't know how much
he would get for it.
I really don't know.

JL:

Did you ever pay other people for their services,
like the doctor?

AB:

No, well just the doctors but if you had anything to
do in the country like getting in the hay, putting it
in the hayloft, neighbors would help. And then when
they would have anything to do, my father would go
and help them and the women would do the cooking with
the kids helping if they could. And then the men
would do all the work and we would have everything
cooked up for them when they were ready to eat. There
would be as high as 12 or 14 men working and we would
have to cook for that many. And all of the women
would go to this one place where the men were working.

JL:

What type of food did you cook?

AB:

Well we cooked green beans and fried chicken and we
would have ham and pork, you know, fried apples,
biscuits, homemade bread, and all the milk and buttermilk
you would want . Coffee most anything you would want.

JL:

Did you all eat apples alot?
I believe.

AB:

Heh, an awful lot. My father would gather the apples
in the fall and winter and we would have barrels and
barrels of apples in our cellar in the fall. My mother
would make applebutter and she would fill up these big
crocks and in those days you would use sealing wax to
put around the top of the lids so they would keep and

Jackson is apple country
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our cellar was full of these.
JL:

Did she can some of the other things that you grew?

AB:

Yes, she'd can corn, she would can tomatoes, and
we had a little peach orchard, she would can the
peaches and our own applebutter. She would can
green beans and we made our own sauerkraut and we
would keep it in a barrel .

JL:

Did she take like one day to can everything or did
she call all year round?

AB:

Oh she generally canned about all year round, everything
she could find to can, she would can it .

JL :

Did she teach you how to do this, did you help in this?

AB:

Yes, all of us girls had to help.

JL :

How old were you when she started making you help cook?

AB:

I was only about five years old when I started to cook.

JL:

How were you ever big enough to do anything like that?

AB :

I wasn't very big but I even tried to help.to mi x the
bread .
I had a little box that I stood on. This was
when she was sick.

JL:

Did all the children have to start.working that young?

AB:

They all had to work . They all had their jobs to do
and they had to do it .

JL :

How old was the oldest child in the family?
remember?

AB:

You mean when we lived on the farm?

JL:

Yes.

AB :

No, I was nex t to the oldest. My sister was 8 and I
was 6 and then on down. Mostly babies .

Do you

What was the range, were you the oldest?
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JL:

Did she have a baby every year?

AB:

Just about.

JL:

Did you make your own clothes?

AB:

Yes, my mother and my grandmother, that was my
mother's mother, made my clothes. She would come
out and do the biggest part of the sewing while my
mother would take care of the little ones. My
grandmother would do most all of it.

JL:

Did you have patterns to follow?

AB:

Yes, we had patterns . that we bought at the store.

JL:

Where did you get the material?

AB:

At a dry goods store in Jackson called Baldridge's.
Then we had another store that we bought from called
Michael's. We bought our thread and our yardgoods there.

JL:

Did you get to pick out your own materials?

AB:

No, never did.

JL:

How often did your mother make you something new?

AB:

Oh, about every other week she would make us something.
She sewed just about all the time for us, she had to
as there were so many of us.

JL:

Did she ever sew for other people?

AB:

No, she had enough to do just making our clothes.

JL:

Did you have many neighbors?

AB:

Not too close.

JL:

Where was the closest one?

AB:

Oh, about a half mile.

My mother did that herself.
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JL:

Did you ever visit with them?

AB:

Yes, an awful lot.

JL:

Did they have children that you played with?

AB:

Well this one family named Mayhew lived about a
half mile up the road from us and it was just the
father and the son and daughter. They were alot
older than we were. We used to go there alot and
then I had a girlfriend who lived about one mile
fmm us that I used to run around with and hei name
was Barlow.

JL:

How much time did you have to play?

AB:

Not very much.

JL:

Did you have to do your chores first?

AB:

When our work was done then we could go play. Then
we would usually play hide-go-seek and farmer in
the dell.

JL:

What other games did you play?

AB:

Well we would play tappy on the icebox.

JL:

How did you play that game?

AB:

Well one kid would stand against the tree with his
eyes closed and someone would tap him on the back
and he would have to guess which one tapped him.
,Then if he guessed which one tapped him, they would
all go hide and you would have to find them.

JL:

What other games did you play?

Dolls?

AB:

Well yes, dolls. Not too many toys. But we about
always had a doll and we would cut dresses out for
them and sewed foT them.

JL:

Would they be dolls that you made yourself or did
you buy them?
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AB:

No, we bought them. We would usually get a doll
for Christmas. Then we wouldn 1 t get another one
until the next Christmas . And if that doll was in
good shape, then we didn 1 t get another doll.

JL :

What did you usually get for Christmas?

AB:

Generally a little workbox with thread, scissors,
and things like that in it . And we would get clothes
and something to wear . Shoes and clothing but we
never got many toys .

JL :

Did your parents tell you about Santa Claus?

AB: · Yes, we thought there was a Santa Claus. We didn't
see what we got until Christmas morning when we got
up. We would generally have a big plate .and each of
us would have an orange and nuts and candy on that plate.
JL:

Did you usually have alot of relatives over for Christmas?

AB:

Well no, not usually at Christmas . Mostly like the
4th of July and in the summertime when the weather
was nice. Because the roads were bad and when I was
little we very seldom saw the ground until it was time
to make garden . The ground was covered with snow and
we would have real deep snows and they didn't do much
visiting in the wintertime . Ar ound the 4th of July
was when we used to have most of our company .

JL :

Did you go sleigh riding?

AB:

Yes, there was a big hill right beside our house and
that's where we used to go sleigh riding and generally
children all out through the country would come and
sleigh on our hill.

JL :

Did you go out and cut your own Christmas tree?

AB:

Yes, we would go out and cut our own tree and us
children would pop corn and string it and cut out
little rings and color them with crayons and string
them together and put them on the tree . Then we had
the little candles with a little clip on them for the
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tree. But my mother was always afraid for us to
light them as she was fearful of us burning down
the house.
JL:

Did you have a big house?

AB:

Yes, we had about seven rooms.

JL:

How did the children sleep? Did you sleep two in a
room or two in a bed or how?

AB:

Well we slept four or five in a room . The girls all
slept in one room and the boys in one room and my
mother and dad had their room. The bedrooms were
quite large though. We weren't crowded.

JL:

Did the boys get to do more things than the girls
did? Did they have more freedom?

AB:

No, they didn't get to do anymore than the girls did.
We all had certain things to do and we had to do it.

JL:

Did the boys play with you all the time or did they
go off and do their own things?

AB:

No, we all played together cause they wasn't allowed
to go any place to play. The children out through
the country, they were all busy too and had their
jobs to do and a, so we very seldom went anywhere
to play. We played right there~ just us children.

JL:

How did you keep your food?

AB:

Well now in the winter we had a great big long room and
in the summer we used it as a dining room and then in
the winter my mother would put like oil cloth on that
table and that is where we kept our meats and it would
keep all winter. We didn't have no ice box or refrigerator
or anything like that and my father would make his own
sausage and they would kill two big hogs and he would
preserve meat and then he had his own smokehouse where
he would smoke all - his meat like the hams, ~u know,
and the shoulders and the sides. Then we kept that
in this one big room and my mother and dad would make

How did you preserve them?
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sausage and that was put down and then they would melt
lard and put over that and that would preserve that
and keep it from one season to another . Then in that
big room we would have like a small barrel and that
was full of sauerkr:aut and we made our own sauerkraut.
Then in the summer that meat was all taken down in
the cellar . We had a great big cellar and it was
always just as cold as could be. He would take the
meat down there and then this big room well we used
that in the summer for our dining room . My mother
would then get the rug in there, you know, and they
would stretch the rug and tack it down, you know,
like a rag and they called them rag rugs .
It was
in strips and they w6uld cover the floor and we had
this big table and that is where we would eat in
the summertime .
JL:

What would you do about your milk and things like
this that soured?

AB:

It was kept down in our cellar and we never had
anything to spoil.
It was real cold down there . We
kept it down there in crocks with big weights on it
so nothing could get in it . Our butter and everything
like that .

JL :

Did you ride horses much?

AB:

Yes, ,an awful lot . We would ride horses to go look
for the cows on the farm, it was so big, you know.
We'd just get on the horses and .go· after the cows .

JL :

Did you have many horses?

AB :

We had about three I think .

JL:

How many other animals did you have?

AB:

Well we had about three cows, and then we had some
young colts and we· had about 125 head of turkey.
And about 350 head of chickens and we were kept busy .

JL :

Did you ever help with the butchering?
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AB:

Oh just to help to clean up and all that and then
the men in the country would all come to help with
the butchering and the women and kids would do the
cooking and there was always alot of dishes to do
and getting the meals and everything.

JL:

Did they do this butchering once a year?

AB:

Around Thanksgiving.

JL:

What was your favorite holiday?

AB:

I think it was Christmas.
than anything.

JL:

What was that story that you told me before about your
sister that happened at Christmas time?

AB:

About Santa C1aus? Ha, well this one sister of mine
she was always a big cut up, the oldest sister, · and
she wanted to dress one of my other sisters up, you
know, to look like Santa Claus. So she took her
upstairs to her room and she put pillows in the front
and back to make her look like Santa Claus -, · you know,
and she put this suit on her and a false face and
beard and she said, "You know Santa Claus always
smoked a pipe." So she put this pipe in her mouth
and put some of my father'~ tobacco in it and lit
it. When she lit it, she set the whiskers on fire.
Well she jumped around and fell on the floor and
everything else and like to burn us up.

JL:

How did you ever put out the fire?

AB:

We just took pillows and kept hitting her.

JL:

Did your parents ever find out?

AB:

Yeah, they found out and they laughed harder than we did.

JL:

You mean you didn't get into trouble?

AB:

No, they laughed about it too, but we could have set
the whole house on fire.

I enjoyed Christmas more
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JL:

You told another story about your mother and a ghost.
What was that story?

AB:

Well we went to town that night and she always told us
to hurry back. Well 'this time we didn't hurry as much
as she thought we should so she put a sheet on her
head and when we came up the road from where we lived,
off of the road a little ways where there was a
slaughter house and that's where they killed all the
cows, pigs, etc.
It wasn't very far from our farm.
She went down there and set up on this fence and put
a sheet over her head and us kids was always afraid
of ghosts. So anyway when we come from town, she
was sittin' there ori the gate waving her arms, you
know, and when we saw her, we had sugar and rice or
something, well anyhow whatever we had was all over
the road and we run so fast that we liked to died
trying to get to the house and a, so when we got
to the house and a, so when we got to the house my
dad said, "What in the world is wrong with you,"
and we said, "We saw a ghost," and told him that we
had spilled the sugar and rice all over the road.
We also had a big bag of salt and there was salt
and rice and sugar all over the place. cause us
kids just ran and threw that stuff.

JL:

What was the other ghost story that you told about,
a real live ghost?

AB:

Well us kids thought it was and to this day I don't
know what it was. But anyway, ·this farm that we
lived on, it was a doctor that owned it and he used
to have a skeleton hanging in this old barn and
this barn must have been about three hundred years
old.
I believe the barn is still standing too.
And a, us kids was always kind of afraid and he had
a place made in this barn where he did his studying
and he used this skeleton in his work. So anyway,
one day my sister and I was playing out in the yard
and we saw something white go into the barn. And
to this day we don't know what it was and we ran to
the house and our -mother was ironing in the kitchen
and my other sister was with her and we were the
only ones around to this day we don't know what it was.
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JL:

What did it look like?

AB:

Well it just looked like a person all in white
with something over it's head.

JL:

Did it have any form at all?

AB:

Well it just looked like a man, we don't know what
that was.

JL:

Did you follow it into the barn?

AB:

No we didn't follow it, we ran just as fast as we
could into the house. We were scared to death.

JL:

Did your mother ever go out to see what it was?

AB:

She said that we imagined it. We went out to the
barn and she looked with us and there wasn't anything
there. We couldn't see a thing. But something had
gone into the barn and we saw it but to this day
we don't know what it was.

JL:

Was there another ghost story that you would want
to talk about?

AB:

Oh no. That is about all the ghost stories that I
remember now. Us kids u3ed to sit out on the porch
and cover up with big comforters and tell those
stories and we would get so scared that we would
be afraid to come out from under the cover and go
into the house. So one time my sister had a party
and she told my older sister and I that when she
had this party we couldn't be there. She said we
would have to stay in the barn or someplace as they
were her friends coming and we wouldn't be included.
So we told her that we would go out there so anyway
when the party started, you know, she wanted to be
a big shot and she started showing off in front of
her friends.
In the meantime my other sister had
sneaked upstairs under the bed instead of going out
to the barn like she had asked us to do. So when
the friends got there, she said, "If there are any
rapping spirits in this house, rap three times."
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Well my sister and I rapped three times on the floor
and those kids got so scared and they was runnin'
all directions and some of them run home and they
had quite a ways to run too because the closest
neighbor was a half mile away and some of them had
to run farther than that. My father got so mad
at my sister and me doing a trick like that and
he didn't think it was right and for a long time,
my sister and I didn't get to do anything as a
punishment .
JL:

Well did you go in and act like you didn't know
anything about it in front of your sister?

AB:

Uh, huh. We acted like we didn't know anything
about it. She was telling my father about the
ghost rapping three times and we acted just as
surprised as she was.

JL:

Did you like to play jokes on each other?

AB:

Yeah, an awful lot.

JL:

What other things did you do?

AB:

Well that is about the only things that I can remember
that we did.

JL:

Where did you attend school?

AB:

We went to school in Jackson. ·My· father wouldn't
let us go to the country school .

JL:

Why?

AB:

Well the roads were bad. The little lanes that
led to the school were bad. The name of the country
school was Mt. Zion. He thought the weather and all
was too bad so he made us go in town to school. We
walked to school and walked back . Sometimes when
the weather was nice, we would walk home for lunch.
We would start running as soon as we got out of
school· and run all the way home and then run all
the way back to school.

Do you remember any?
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JL:

How many grades were in your school?

AB:

There were eight.

JL:

How far did you go?

AB:

To the eighth.

JL:

What kind of lessons did you have?

AB:

Well we had English, history, arithmetic, music, etc .

JL:

Did you have one teacher that taught all of these?

AB:

Yes, one teacher taught all subjects and she had 20
some children in her class.

JL :

Were all the children of one age group or were they
all different ages?

AB:

They were all one age group. We had each grade,
first, seccind, third, etc. Just like it is today.

JL:

Did you have a male or female teacher?

AB:

Female.

JL:

Were they strict?

AB:

Yeah, very strict.

JL:

What kind of music did you learn?

AB:

Well just little songs out of a songbook.
teach us about the notes and all.

JL:

The lady teacher that taught you, was she strict?

AB:

Yeah.

JL:

What would she do if the children misbehaved?

AB:

She would send them to the principal. They whipped
children then and he had a paddle and sometimes you

And then we moved to Springfield, Ohio.

Our music teacher was a male.

He would
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could hear children crying all over the place.
JL:

Did she send children to the principal very often?

AB:

Not too often, because we were all afraid.

JL:

What would the students usually do when they got
into trouble?

AB:

Well they would maybe throw paper wads at another
child and she would tell them not to and if they did
it again, she would send them to the principal.

JL :

Did you like school?

AB:

No, not very well.

JL:

Why?

AB:

Well we had' to go so far to school and we had to
work so hard on the farm that I just couldn't get
interested in school.

JL:

What time did you go to school?

AB:

Well school took up around 8:00.

JL:

Did you have any breaks?

AB:

Recess is all.

JL:

How long did you get?

AB:

Oh, around twenty minutes.

JL:

What did you do during this time?

AB:

Oh, we just stood around the school yard and talked
to other kids and sometimes we would play games .
Farmer in the dell, we used to like to play that.

JL:

How did you play that?

AB:

Oh, you know, the farmer in the dell and the farmer
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takes a wife and the wife takes a child and so on.
JL:

Did you take your lunch?

AB:

Well on bad days we would take our lunch and on
pretty days we would go home for lunch.

JL:

When the weather was bad did your father take you
to school or did you have to walk?

AB:

No, we had to walk because he was at work.

JL:

How did your father get to work?

AB:

Well we had a horse and buggy and my mother would
take him to work and then go after him in the evening .

JL:

How far away was the mine?

AB:

Oh it must have been about four or five miles.

JL:

Did he take his lunch?

AB:

Yes, he took his lunch.

JL:

Do you remember how much he got paid?
wasn't very much.

You said it

AB:

No, I never did know how much he made.
and father never did say.

My mother

JL:

was he ever bothered with black lung like miners
are today?

AB:

No, he never was.

JL:

Did you ever feel like you would have liked to go
on in school?

AB:

Oh at
after
cause
I got

one time I thought that I would like to but
we moved to Springfield I didn't want to beI didn't know any of the children and all so
a job and went to work.
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JL:

Did any of your sisters or brothers go farther in
school than the eighth grade?

AB:

Yes, most of the younger ones went to about the
second year of high school and the two youngest
girls graduated.

JL:

Did your parents want to keep you in school? Did
they want you to get a good education, did they
emphasize that?

AB:

Yes my father wanted us to get a good education but
my mother had so much to do at home that she would
rather we stayed home and helped her with such a
big family.

JL:

Did your parents have a good education?

AB:

No, they didn't go very far in school either. But
in those days, people didn't think as much about
school as they do today. Most people had large
families and alot of work to do and it took everyone
doing their own job to get everything done.

JL:

Did you have alot of homework to do?

AB:

Yes, we had quite a bit.
with it.

JL:

What was your homework usually in?

AB:

Oh, English, history, geography, arithmetic.
like kids do now.

JL:

Did you ever have any spelling bees or things like that?

AB:

Yes, we had spelling bees quite often.

JL:

Did you ever win?

AB:

No, I never was that good a speller.

JL:

Did they have prizes?

My father would help us

Just
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AB:

Yeah, they would generally give them a book of
some kind.

JL :

was it just a plain reading book?

AB:

Uh, huh.

JL:

was there a church near you?

AB:

we went into town to the United Brethren Church.

JL:

Did you go every Sunday?

AB :

Yes mam, we never missed Sunday school.

JL:

Your parents never allowed you to miss?

AB :

No, if we told them that we were too sick to go to
Sunday school then we had to stay in the house all
day and didn't get to play or anything. We had to
keep real quiet.

JL:

Did you all ever have bible study at home?

AB:

No.

JL:

Did the whole family all go together on Sunday?

AB:

Yes, we all went my mother played the organ and my
father sang in the choir .

JL:

What kind of activities did you have at church?
Socials of any kind?

AB :

Yes, we would have ice cream socials. They made
homemade ice cream and then the mothers would make
homemade cakes. We would play games and things.

JL :

Did you say the ice cream was homemade?

AB:

Yes, we had homemade ice cream .

JL :

Were there alot of different activities that you
attended at the church or were they mostly on Sundays?
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AB:

Mostly on Sundays because everyone had too much work
to do during the week and it was so far to go to church.

JL:

Did you have a regular minister?

AB:

Yes.

JL:

What did you do in Sunday school?

AB:

Oh it would last about an hour.
And then after that
there would be church and we would generally stay for
church . Then we would get home around 12:00 and my
mother would generally have the meal cooked before
we left for church arid then when we got home, it
would be ready to put on the table. We had one
those big coal stoves and it had _what is called a
warming oven in it. She would put the food in there
to keep it warm. She got up early to do this as
she played the otgan at church and had to be there
a little early.

JL:

Where would she practice the organ?

AB:

Well we had an organ at home and she would play it
and my father would sing. They practiced at home .
He also played the banjo and drums . People would
come to the house on Sunday to hear them play and
sing. Sometimes my grandfather would bring his
violin and play with them and it was very pretty
to hear them together.

JL:

Did they have a regular choir at church or was it
just your father and your mother?

AB:

No, they had a regular choir.
wonderful voice.

JL:

How long did the church service last?

AB:

Oh just about like now, we would get out around noon.
It is so far back that I can't remember.

JL:

How did the service go, alot of singing or what?

How long did it last?

My father had a
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AB:

Yes there was singing but it was mostly preaching.

JL:

was there usually a good attendence?

AB:

Yes, the church was usually full.

JL:

Did you have electricity in your home?

AB:

No, we had coal oil lamps.

JL:

Did you have a phone?

AB:

No, our neighbor out the road had a phone and if
we had to make a call we would go out there and
use their phone.

JL:

What did you do if you needed a doctor?

AB:

We had to go out to that neighbor's house and use
their phone to call him. My brother would usually
go on his bicycle.

~L:

Did you have to call the doctor very often?

AB:

No, not very often.

JL:

Were the babies born at home?

AB:

Yes they were.

JL:

Were you ever allowed to watch .that?

AB:

On no, never.

JL:

How many doctors were there in Jackson at that time?

AB:

Oh I don't think there were over four or five.

JL:

Did they prescribe medicine then like they do now?

AB:

No, they carried their medicine right with them.
They would mix the medicine or give you pills right
out of their black bag.
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JL :

Did you have hospitals?

AB :

I don't think there was any right there in Jackson .
I believe the closest one was in Gallipolis, Ohio .

JL :

Were any of the children born when you were growing
up on the farm? Did your mother have any there at
the farm?

AB :

Yes, she had about four .

JL:

Did everyone get excited when a baby was being born?

AB :

Yes, they all was anxious. As many as there was you
wouldn't think that they would get excited but they did .

JL :

Who took care of the babies?

AB:

Well generally my grandmother would come, my father's
mother, or my mother's mother would come and take
care of her until she was able to take care of herself .

JL:

Did your father and brothers like to hunt?

AB :

Yes, my father and two of my brothers did alot of
hunting. They would hunt rabbits, squirrels and some times they would go hunting at night for coons . The
men in them days liked to go coon hunting, you know.

JL:

Did you eat the coon?

AB :

No .

JL :

What did they do with them?

AB :

I don't remember, he never brought them home .

JL :

Did you eat the rabbits and squirrels?

AB:

My yes, loved them . One time my father went hunting
and he brought home a washtub full . And I would
always helpt him to clean them . They when we cleaned
them he would hang them on the clothesline to freeze.
He always thought that meat froze was better.
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JL:

How would she fix the wild animals?

AB:

Well my mother
steam them you
then sometimes
it in the oven

JL:

Did you bake bread?

AB:

My mother baked bread every other day.
made bread everyday.

JL:

was that all you had, yeast bread?

AB:

Well once in a while we would get bread at the
bakery in Jackson. We used to get six loaves of
bread for a quarter.

JL:

Did you ever make quick breads, like cornbread?

AB:

Yes, we used to make cornbread and bisquits and
things like that.

JL;

What kind of food would you eat during the day?
Did you have any special things that you eat all
the time?

AB:

Well we had our own meat, we always in the fall my
father would get a half of a beef and then we had
our own pork. But we got so sick and tired of beef
and pork because we had so much of it all the time,
you know. When my father would go into town and get
a supply of bologna, we would be so glad and could
hardly wait to get into the house and get a sandwich of it.

JL:

Did your mother bake alot of pastries?

AB:

Yes, she made alot of cakes and pies because she had
alot of good fresh milk and eggs and butter and she
baked all the time. She made her own buns.

JL:

What kind of pies "and desserts did she make?

AB:

Well she would make apple pies and she would make

would fry the rabbits and she would
know, and they were delicious. And
she would take tenderloin and bake
with the rabbit and make a gravy.

We had home -
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just a vanilla cream pie and then she would make a
dessert called float and it had a certain dish that
it always went in. She would whip eggs and put on
top of that.
It was the most delicious stuff that
you ever eat.
JL:

Did you ever pick blackberries?

AB:

Yes, we picked lots of lots of blackberries. When
the berries were ripe we would start out about five
in the morning and we wouldn't come home until about
five in the evening. We would have great big lard
cans full of berries. The cans were 30 pound cans.
We would fill them up and then take them to town
and sell them. They would be ten cents a gallon
and in those days that was a good bit of money.

JL:

Did your mother can any of them?

AB:

Yes, she canned blackberries and made jam blackberry
preserves and jellies.

JL:

What kind of crops did you raise?

AB:

You mean in just vegetables?

JL:

Yes.

AB:

He raised all of his own hay and that had to be put
in the barn for the winter, you know, for the cows
and the horses and he raised en~ugh corn for the
cattle, you know, and oats for the horses.

JL:

Did you plant potatoes?

AB:

Yes, we planted enough potatoes to last from one
season to another.

JL:

How did you keep your vegetables?
them in the cellar?

AB:

Well we kept them -in the cellar mostly apples and
things like that and then mother canned alot.

Can them or keep
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JL:

Tell us the story about the gypsies.
alot of gypsies in that area?

Were there

AB:

Yes, alot of them would come out through the country
and they would want to sell stuff.

JL:

What did they sell?

AB:

Oh, they would have all kinds of dishes and tablecloths# and a, in them days they had alot of scarves
that they used on tables.

JL:

What nationality were these people?

AB:

Well they called them "Dagos."

JL:

Well that's Italians.

AB:

Well that is what they called them in those days
and they would be little short people and they were
awful dark though. They looked more like Indians
and they would be selling that stuff. Then we
used to have another old man come out through the
country and his name was Rockwell. His name was
and he would sell all kinds of kettles and buckets
and things like that.

JL:

Did your mother buy from him?

AB:

Yes she did.
Us kids used alot of berries and we
needed alot of buGkets. They look~d like what you
would call tin buckets.

JL:

Were these things expensive?

AB:

No, I think you could get a big bucket for a quarter.

JL:

What is the story about your family and the gypsies?

AB:

Well one day they was some old man who came out
through the country there and I think he was half
drunk.
And my mot9er saw him coming and he had a
gun at his side and a pack on his back and long
wiskers. We was scared to death and we didn't know
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what to do.
I was home from schdol that day, I
had the sore throat. She said,
I don It know what
to do because I know he is coming here." ·so we
hid behind the organ. She was so scared because
she had a couple of babies and she was afraid that
they might cry out and he would hear them. He about
knocked the door down trying to get in. We didn't
know what in the world we would do if he got in .
He just acted like someone half drunk. So ·anyway,
we kept real quiet and he finally went away. My
one sister, I think she had gone to one of our
neighbors, and my mother got so scared she didn't
know what to do because he was going in that same
direction and she was afraid that my sister might
be on her way home and meet him on the way and
hard telling what h~ would do to her. So us kids
started running way out in the pasture and got ahead
of him and got to this neighbor's house and she was
still there. But ~he old man was so slow and I could
run 1 ike a deer. ·r got there in time to warn her
and the neighbors about him and when he got to their
house, he did the same thing that he did at our
house. He about beat down the door but they wouldn't
answer the door for him. We stayed there until he
got way passed their house and then we ran home.
II

JL:

Did you have police back then?

AB:

You couldn't call police to come that far.
They
would have to come by horse and buggy and it would
take them forever to get that far;

JL:

Did you have to keep things locked up?
have trouble with anybody stealing?

AB:

No, we never had that kind of trouble.

JL:

Did you lock your doors at night?

AB:

Yeah, we generally locked our doors at night.

JL:

Did you all ever have dates when you were growing up?

AB:

No, we really didn't have any dates but we would

Did you
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sneak around and see a boy. They would bring us so
far out the road and they would go back because my
dad didn't allow us to have dates.
JL:

Where would you usually go on these dates?

AB:

Oh we would usually take a walk out through the
country or go to a girlfriend's house because her
father didn't care if boys came there. And we
would generally go to her house and take our dates
there. We would just, you know, talk and pop corn
and make taffy and things like that.

JL:

What other holidays did you all celebrate? What
did you do on Easter? Was that anything special?
Did you have Easter bunnies?

AB:

We would generally hide eggs around and see who
could find the most. We would take crayons and
color th~m. We never had dyes like they have today.
So on Sunday morning, my mother would have a big
platter of eggs fried and she would have boiled
eggs and she would see which kid could eat the most.
My father would sit there and laugh until he cried
at us kids eating eggs. He would tell us that he
knew we would be sick eating as many eggs as we
were. We would almost kill ourselves trying to
get ahead of the other.

JL:

Who usually won?

AB:

Well my brother always won.

JL:

How many eggs did he eat?

AB:

About six or seven.

JL:

Do you still like eggs?

AB:

I

JL:

Did you ever have , any Sunrise services on Easter
morning at your church?

love them.

I

My oldest brother.

never get ti!t'ed of them.
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AB:

No, but we would usually have a new dress and pocket
book and hat and shoes and go dressed up to Sunday
school and maybe they would give each one of us
a little basket of candy. A gift from the church.

JL:

on what other holidays did you have a big celebration?

AB:

Well the 4th of July.
All of the relatives would
come and one time in particular I remember that
the~e were over 30 people in our house at one time
and they were there for both dinner and supper.
And of course we all had to work and help my mother
and she would fry maybe eight or ten chickens. We
had our own fryers, you know. On the 4th of July
my mother would get her first green beans out of
her garden and we always had them for dinner. She
also would have fresh tomatoes out of the garden.
We would have a big beef roast and we would make
homemade ice cream and we would have to go into
town to get our ice. We would make three freezers
and each freezer held two gallon. And then us
kids, of course, there would be alot of there to play.

JL:

Why was the 4th of July such a big day?

AB:

Well we usually had such hard winters and by the
4th of July, the weather was nice and everything
was ready in the garden. We very seldom had ice
cream because we lived out in the country and it
was hard for my mother to make it. But on the
4th of July we had all we could . eat. And then
she would bake three or four big cakes and all
the relatives had such fun. On one 4th of July,
I remember we had such a big wind storm. Electrical
storm and it blew the chimney off the house and it
blew soot all over the house but everyone got busy
and cleaned it up.

JL:

Did you ever have parades or anything like that
on the 4th of July?

AB:

No not on the 4th of July. But on decoration day
is when we would have a big parade. We would march
from Jackson to the cemetary, you know, and we
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would make our own wreaths, you know, for the graves
out of wild flowers. We would start gathering them
early especially our pretty roses and we would
keep them down in the cellar where it was cold
until decoration day and then we took them to the
cemetary.
JL:

Did you put flowers on just anybody's grave or
just your own family?

AB:

No, just our own family. My grandmother and then
just the relatives, you know. Older people who had
died years ago.

JL:

Did you all do anything else on that day?
relatives come in too?

AB:

Not on that day they didn't. Because we just had
so much going on in town, you know.

JL:

Did they have dances or anything like that in town
that you went to?

AB:

Well they had square dances in town for the older
people my parents age and they went to them but us
children didn't go. W~ wasn't old enough for that?

JL:

Did you ever go to friends or relatives to spend
the night?

AB:

Well I used to go to spend the night with my
girlfriend. Her name was Grace Mercer. She was
my closest girlfriend.

JL:

Did you ever go stay with your relatives?

AB:

Yes, I used to go to my Uncle's house and spend the
night. He was my mother's brother and he was pretty
well to do. He owned alot of mines in that area.
Around Jackson, you know.
I went to stay with them
sometimes in the summer and she would buy my clothes
and maybe I would stay with all summer.
I helped
her alot around the house.
I would clean out her
cupboards and sweep and dust and things like that.

Did
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I had my own bedroom there as they had five bedrooms
upstairs.
It was a great big house. There was a
bath upstairs and a bath downstairs. It had a big
winding stairway. Upstairs, they had a porch that
went clear across the house. This was upstairs.
I would go out on that porch and shake the rugs
and bedclothes over the bannister.
JL:

Did any of your other brothers and sisters ever
stay with relatives?

AB:

Well my one sister stayed with my grandmother
about all the time·.

JL:

Which sister was that.

AB:

Eileen.

JL:

Was there any particular reason why she did that?

AB:

Well my grandfather and grandmother were alone and
she liked to stay with them. They bought her nice
things and they made over her quite a bit and she
just liked to stay there so my mother and dad let
her stay.

JL:

Was she your grandparents' favorite?

AB:

Yes, she was sick alot and so my grandmother felt
like she could do more for her than my mother because
my mother had so many to do for.

JL:

Well thank you very much Mrs. Bruner for talking
about your life on the farm.
Is there anything
else that you would like to say?

AB:

No, I guess that is about it.

JL:

Well thank you.

